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Then if any man ſhall ſay wine you, Loe Chriſt is here, 

or there , beleeve hins wit 
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Then there aroſe a reaſoning among them , which of 

them ſhonld be the greateſt. 
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PROTREPTICK 


TO THE 


ENGLISH NATION, 
my deare Countrey-men 


and BrxzaTHREN,. 


He Prerocative of 4 King , and the 
Libertie of Subjetts, are like the 
Wheeles im * Ezekiel's Vifon , like * Exck.t.16, 
Zacharie's tivo Staves ; ſo neceſſarie Zach. 11, 7, 
ts their dependencie of the one from 
W the other, ſo imter-woven and knit 
together , that whoſoever attempts to 
s dwminſh the former, endeavours by cone 
ſequent to deſtroy the latter : For , as Kings derive their Vide Joh,rg, 
Rojall Power and Soveraigntie primarily ara immediately Jt: 
from God, whoſe Deputies and Vice-gerents they are upon P!.62,00, 
Earth ; ſo they are inſtituted and ſet over us by God , for lgers 
the making and eſtabliſhing of good Lawes and Conſtituti- 
ns, whereby Eccleſiaſticall and Lay perſons may be held to 
the performance of their ſeverall duties and ſervices , and 
all thoſe who drfturbe the Peace of the Church and State, 
may be reſtrained from their inſolent and bold Attempts, by 
jt and deſerved puniſhments, 
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A PRoOTREDTICK, 


Is repect of this Charge and Office of a King, it was the 
Religions Conſtantine ſaid once to the Biſhops im hit trme ; 
"uaig pls ff Tiwe ths inxAnoies emioxonres , iya Os off balls 
So wee reade in Euſebius.; He ackyowleaged them to have 
s Power which he had not ; that it, to Preach the Word, 
and deliver the Sacraments, «+ alſo the power of Excommu. 
nication, which reſts onely in their perſons : but 4 Biſhop (id eft, 
an Overſeer ) he profeſſed himſelfe to be , m the externall 
Afaires of the Church , in that his Power reached and ex. 
tended ſo farre, as to call Symar, to aſſemble the Drvines, 
for the ordering of Church< Affaires , by Canons and Edits 
tending to that purpoſe : and he had a Power too, to puniſh the 
Iſmiſters , and to cauſe them to be Degraded, Silenced, or 
Impriſened, in caſe they broached Fereſies, or by Schiſmaticall 
T enets diſturbed the quiet of State or Church, Thus Con- 
ſtantine was , ard thus every * King is Epilcopus, This 54 
one part of the Royall Prerogatives 

They that Joyne Iſſue with the Jeluites, and denie the King 
in this ſence, or for that reþett, to be Head of the Church ; 
They that ſtab Him with their Penn's, and wound Him with 
their Tongues ; They that degrade Him from His Throne, 
and by their audacious Prattiſer denie Him that Amthoritie 
in or over the Church , which is aſſigned Him by Gods 
ſpeciall Providence ; They that tread upon His Head , and 
trample the Crowne under their feet, muſt needs preſſe Hi 
Shoulders (the Peeres) ard be grievons to the reſt of the 
Members , the Kings inftrieur Subjefts 3 They will ap= 
peare to be enemies ts our Peace ard Liberties , for which 
fo much Innocent Bloud hath beene fpilt , with the Raine 
Cu brave Spirits, ard the deſtruition of ancient Fa- 
milies. 

Now, if any deſire to know who theſe King-curbers re, 
who are likeſt to give fire to that Popiſh Traine of Powder 
which hath beene layd for many yeares, to blow wp in furam 
all Regall Swpremacie over the Church ; if you deſire ro be 
informed , who they be that conijire with Bellarmine » and 
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A PROTREPTICE, 
the reft of that Jeſuiticall Fattion, to depoſe Kings and Epiſes- 
gall Jureſdittion ; for your ſat1ifattion 1m thus, doe bur peruſe 
the Scriblings of this Age, and jou fhall find, that they have 
fuck'd Bellarmiti's and Mariana's Brefts, that * their throats 
are open Sepulchres, wherein they barie the fame and honour 
of therr Princes, their tongues ſharpe Arrowes , which they 
ſhoot at the very hearts of the grave Przlates, the Over-ſeers 
(next under his Majeftie) of the Church. In a word, doe but 
examine their Warkes, you will affirme , That they have pro 
ſcribed Faith , and baniſhed all Religion and Honsſte ont of 


” their Breſts ; ſhould I have ſud Conſciences, I had lyed, for 


they have none, in whole wayes are unhappineſſe and de- 
ſtruction. 

[ could here drop a teare, forced from that grieft which 
prevailes in me, to ſee, That men ſhould be ſo wicked, who 
pretend to be Zelots, and talke mwch of Chritt in their Put. 
pits, yet are worſe, for their Crueltie axd bloudie T exets, then 
the very Turks and Infidels , whe would bluſh, ſhonld they 
ſee what Maſſacresr and Murthers, what Rapinesr and Villa- 
nict are atted even by thoſe who ſtile themſelves Chriſtians: 
I am wearie of theſe Invetlives, I will onely adde this out 
of a learned Author, Nemo potelt din ferre perloram 
h&am, cits in naturam ſuam recidune, quibus veritas non 
lubet, Let ſuch Fiypecrites remember , that the mfinite Eye 
ard Wiſedome of God doth pierce through all their Pre- 
tences ; that he diſcernes therr muſt reſerved Purpoſe, and 
bidden Pradliſes ; that he i: previe to their deepe Plots and 
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cords Buchan, 
de Jure Reg? 


ni, p.61. 
Ns da. F. 9s 
Plal, 57. 


Rom.3.,16. 


Sir Walzc 
Raleigh, ix 
bis Preface to 
the Hiftorie of 
the world, 


Rebellious intentions , whith nenher the beamtie of apparant 


Altions, nor all the Formalitics which ( to gaine the Worlds 
opinion) they put on, can 1 any or the leaſt hind cover from 
buy knowledge. 

Agame, let them remember , that the judgements of God 
are ever unchangeable, neither #1 he wearied by the loug pro- 
ceſſe of Time , and woon ts give his Bleſſing in one Age 10 
that which he bath curſed and ſeverely punifhed in anorher. 
Remember Corah , with his Comlices z, thinke, and that [c- 
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A PROTREPTICE, 
riewſly, of what they ſuffered for their Rebellion againft Moſes 
and Aaron. 1 ſay no wore of this , bus heartily exhort all thu 
imitate hem to 4 ſpeedic repentance. 

And I bumbly entreat all thoſe that ſhall peruſe this enſy. 
ing Treatiſe , to lay aſide all partiall concents and prejudice, 
which may beget in them a arſtruſft of the Author: fidelitie, 
becauſe he cues not Amtherittes for his Hiſtoricall Reports, 
The Apologie of that moſt learned Knight, Sir Symonds 


In the Preface D'ewes may be his ; he was wovillng to fuffe the Margin 


fo his late Book 


againſt Perſee 
cation for Cone 
[ereonce, 


of his Booke , and wearie bis Readers patience with Q notati. 


ons : Fides nequaguam vi extorquetur, led ratione & ex. 


emplis perluadetur , ſayes Itidore, Therefore, as [ cant 
extort by violence a beliefe from the hearts of thoſe that ſhall 
peruſe this elaborate Works , ſo 1 entreat them to fuſfen in 
therr minds this perſuaſion 5 That the Author for hrs gravit ie, 
pietie, avd $kill im all Arntiquitie, for this as he deſerves to be 
reverexced and honeured , ſo for this he may be believed , in 
that hee was an eje-witaeſſe ( whileſt hee lrved among the 
Scots) of many wncivill, nay, barbarous Ryots of the Presby. 
terians , which you ſhall find recorded tn this mo judicious 
Treatiſe : which if i works not upon the Judgements of the 
Englith, ſo as to move them to a diſlike and hatred of that 
Government , which brings a Curſe with it to the Church, 
whereſoever it is ſetled ; but, if for all theſe warnings from 
God by his Melſengers, the Minifters of bis Word , they 
ſhall ſtill goe on mt a hot purſuit, to have the ſame eſtabliſhed 
here, and Epiſcopacie extirpated : T hen [ ſhall conclude , that 
God hath doomed this Kingdome to rauine ; and then I ſhall 
thixke, that it may truly be ſaid of this Nation, what the 
Biſhop of Granata ſaid of the Governowrs of Leria and 


Vide the Coun- Patti, That they were filly men, who like to animals ſuffer 
cell of Trent, any burthen to be throwne upon their backs, and them- 


P+5þ by 


telves to he governed by the opinion of others, 

Ob let xot Opinion, but Truth ſway your judgements ; be 
wiſe in time, aud beware liſt that befall yrw which did the 
Horſe in the Fable : who ſuffered hinſelfe to be bridled and 

fadled, 


A PROTREPTICK, 


ſadled , ard ever after became a drudge to his Rider ; who 

promiſed him libertie and eaſe, yet thruſt hins into a naſtie 

Stable, in ſtead of entertaining him in a Palace , arcording 

| # his promiſe. Beleeve it, of you admit of the Presbyterian 
Government, with the loſſe of Libertie and Religion , this 

diſcravefull Motto will be faſtened to this Nation ; They Pſal.49,10: 
being in honour, had no underfianding, bur became like 

the beaſts that periſh : For aſſmre your ſelves, when you have 

taken the Scotch Bitt mo your mouthes , you will be as they 

we, ſlaves to the Presbyrerians- 


This Caveat 1 held my ſelfe bound in Conſcience to 
impart to my deare Countreymen , whoſe peace 
ard happineſſe, with the enjoyment of their 
anrient freedome, 11 the ayme of my 
endeavours , and ever ſhall 
be the ſubjeft of my 
Prayers. 


Agrippz apud Joſeph. Vox. 
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PAROCHILALL 


them are equall in ali honour and juriſdiction, onely the Se. Seffon, how 
mor hath the precedencie. I's the Minitter, or Minitters of — 
each Pariſh, to make upa Seffion , inwhic'ris fixed the Parochiall 
Juriſdiction , a competent numher of Lay Elders, ( whom they 
cally Presbyters non docenter) and Deacons , proportionab'e to the 
precinct and extent of the Parith, are conjoyned : which aflcciarg T 
body thus compaRted, is the Spiritua'l-Parochiall.Sanhedrim, » 47 

T's Seffton fits once a weeke,, or oftner, prore 474 + In which 
all Parochiall caſes, which concerne extern ll Order and Cenſwe , are 
determined and ordered. \ 

If there he but one Miniſter in the Pariſh, he is'conftunt Afode. The Miniſter 
rater 3 If there be more, they moderate by turnes, cither weekely, '* {odrator: 
or monthly, as they agree. 

Whatſoever thing is ordered, determined, or decreed , is done He hath no Ne- 
by the joynt-conſents of the Miniſter, Lay Elders, ant Deacons $£49ve oye, 
or by che pluralitic of voyces. The Miniſter, who is the Modera- 
tor,hath »e caſting, no Negative Vaice. 

The power af all JuriidiRion, ts radically and equally in all 7 for The Furiſdi- 
binling , for looſing , for a!l cenfures Fccletiatticall , for orders PLL 
which concerne externall order and worſhip, $0 the Power of the - hs _— 
Rees is as much in the Lay-Elders,and Deacongas in the Minilter gerg. 
or Minilters. What facriſegions intruſon upon ſacred. Orders 
this 1s, I need not in'ormc one of your underfanding. : 

To make this trame good , they maintaine, that Jure Drvino Their fourt ſe- 
there he foure orders of Ec-lefafticaofiches; (al'o v me to lprake ne 
in this Epiſtle all along trgir-#fKeS) or perſons. Fir't, Preaching. 

Elders, whem they call>Minikters. Secondly , Doto*7; thele are 
profeſſors in the Chaire, tluch-ay-ace in Univeclities, Thirdly, Lap, 
or ruling. Eldar i, wt:o now have vicem deliberativam F dsci/ivam in 
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þ Very Pariſh hath one or more Minifers : It'more, a!l of Firſt, Of the 


This yeare they 
are ſ.cred, the 
#ext Yeare pro= 


The competent 


Caſes of this 
Seſſion, 


Thy enjoyue 


eivill pn ſb- 


ments and 
es. 
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Of the Parochiall Seſſion, 


rebus fider, Calths, politie , and in foro exterior Eccleſit , in cenſuris 
Eccleſiafticrs are as much interet{ed and authorized, as Preaching. 
Elders, Fourthly, Deacons, who have truſt of the meancs and mo- 
nies deſiinated for picus and charitable uſes. 
This is very conſiderable too, that although they hold theſe four 
.orders & o!t ces neceſſary tor the Government of Chritt's Church, 
de Jure drvino , by divine Right and Inſtitution 3 yet neither the 
Parochiall Conclave, nor avy Presbyteriall Conhitory (except ir 
be where the Fregsbyteriall leat 13 1naCity where an Univerſities) 
have any Doctor or Doctors among(t them. Nay, which is more, 
nor be any ſuch in their generall Aſſemblies ; or it they be, they @p- 
peare onely in that capacitie, as Commiſhoners trom , and for 
Univerſite. 

Ie is worth your notice taking, that their Lay-Elders and Dez. 
cons are yearely elected. Here is truely verified of them, char, 
Hoare C lericns, cras Lai cus. 

The things within the compaſſe of Seſſion-jariſdift:on, are, things 
meerly Parochiall, the ordering of the Pariſh-Church and peculiar 
Service, the cenſure of leſſer Scandalls (I muſt ſpeake their words) 
as Fornication, Drunkenneſle, Scolding , —— anon of the Sab. 
bath (they meane the Lords day ) &c. Capitall Scandalous crimes, 
or Scandalis of Highelt raine, are reſerved zs ca'es of peculiar ju- 
rildiction for the Presbjtery 3 as allo lefler offences, when they are 
attended with Ob#tinacy , and what is cenſurable or puniſhable by 
the greater Excommunication. If I miſtake not , they knoy not 


much, at leaſt uſe not much the Leſſer Excommmanication. In the | 


cales above mentioned,the Cognition, Examination , and Judge- 
ment of the Cauſe is proper to the Pres/ytery;zthe Minifter with his 
Parachiall Conclave, are onely the Executroners, If any Parochiall 
difficult cale occurre, which this Parochiall Sanhedrimz cannot de- 
termine, the uſe is to conſult with the Presbytery, 

When the Sefſkoz cenſureth any delinquent, or Scandalous pet- 
icn, they order his publique and folemne repentance (if by ſome 
ſuperiour judicatory it be not determined ) as they thinke fit, by 
P:uraiitie of voyces : after performance of which order , the peni- 
rent is rcceived into the communion of the Church. Bur before 
the delinquent be admitted to doe his Repentance , he is finedina 


pecuniary mull, at their diſcretion, proportioned to the demerit of | 


rhe offence , and the abrlnty of the Perſon , as he is poorer or hoes 


| 
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Of the Parechiall Seſſion, 


[r is trne, this mony is, for the mol? part , imployed to ptous and 
charitable uſes. As they punilh by pecuniary fines, ſo corporal/y too, 
by impriſoning the perſons of the Delinquents, uſing them dil- 
oracetully, carting them through Cities , making them ſtand in 

ogges, as they call them, Fillaries , (which in the Country Chur- 
ches are fixed to the two fides of the maive doore of the Pariſh. 
Church) cutting the halfe of their Haire , ſhaving their Beards, 
&c-and ic is more then ordinary , by their Origmall and proper 
power, tO baniſh chem out of the bounds and limits of the Parith, 
or Presbytery, as they lilt ro order it. Is not this peteftar wtrinſy; 
fladii? And would not a good Learned Jurilt ſay , that this is not 
onely intruſion upon meer/y crill power, but upon the very Royall 
Rights themſelves ? The Imperiall Lav, if Ibe not miſtaken, ma- 
leth 6aiſhmert fo peculiar to the Soveraign Authoritte, that with 
out its power and conſent , it cannot be inflicted upon any crver, 
any Subject. 


Their ordinary practice more in this *- ; that when a pecuniary Th.y will noe} * 
mult is inflicted, if the delinquent pay nc* the detined and deter. baptiſe the 
mined ſumme , or at leaſt give ſecuritie for the payment of it, al. #4, if either 


though he ſhould reftifie all the contrition is requiſite, by humble 


confeſſion, and offer molt willingly to doe all penance z to give all the fxe, 
latisfattion, he will not be admitted to fatisfie publikely : nay, he tisfied the 
ls proceeded againſt for Conrmmacy,and they will threaten Excom.. Church. 


munication, 

Nor is that to be paſſed by , that if a Child be borne i Forxiea. 
or, and either of the parents hath not ſatisfied the Church ; they 
wil refuſe ro Baptiſe the poore infant , till the Church ger farisfa. 
on. This is conſonant with Scripture, 4nima gue peccaverit , ip. 
ſamorietur, It is fit now, in the next placezto ſpeake of 
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The Presbyterie. 


VY*#< is the next Judicatory , to which the Seſſion 1s ſub- 
ordinate- It hath in ir ſomewhere more , ſomewhere 
fewer Pariſh-Churches ; as, ſome are made up of Twentie, ſome 
of Twelve, ſome of fewer, 
All perfons within theſe Pariſhes , within the precin& of this 
B 2 Presby- 
OO EEE 
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4 | 7he DP resbyterie, 


Presbytery, of what qualitie ſoever (the King, or His Family here. 
| 1nare not exermpred ; nay» nor from the juriidiction of His Paro. 
. | Chiall Son) are under the power and juriidiction of tis grand 

* Conſfitorz. 
The members The members Conſticuents of this Presbytery, are all the Paco. 
conſtituents of chiall Miniſters yichin its compaſſe, and a Lay-Elder for each Pa. 
the Preziytery, riſh, The Lay-Elders are in number equall to the Preaching.E|. 
d-rs ; and in power, voyce,juriidiction, in Heceſie, [dolatry , Wor. 
ſhip, Cenſure, &c- are pari conſortio honoris & poteſtarts preaits , are 
{> equa!l and unit9rm,that a Plrfigh-man from the Plough, ora 
Tradet-man trom his Shop fitting there in the capacilic ot a Lay. 


Elder, his voyce is as good as the voyce of the molt Reverend and * 


Learned Divine, ifany be there. They maintaine a paritie tn all, 
onely a littie difference in this, that a Lay- Elder cannot be Mode. 
rator: Yet have theyno Canon for it. And we are able to prove by 
their baokes, that men who were never in Sacred Orders of Priett 

| ar Biſhop, have beene Moderators,nog onely of their Presbytery, 
; \: ., but of their ſo much /delized Gent#rall Aſſembly. Mater Robert 
oy Yaule, who was never Prieſt, nor Deacon, onely Reader in 
» +" Saifſt Andrews, was in one turne, fora yeare, or haltea yeare, 
"Is ;off ſome lattiny time , Moderator of the 'Presbyterie of 
** Saint Azdrews; and Matter George Buchanan , who was never 
'Clurch-man, and Malter Andrew Melvil, who had never the 

Ogger of Deacon, both of them have beene Moderators of their 


I 


. " great Geaerall Aſſembly. 
| —_— + The cafes proper to this Ju icatory , are hirft , ſuch as are from 
vE ; every individuall Pariſh within its compaſſe referred, or prelentec, 


Secondly, A!l crimes apd {candalls of hiyhelt firaine, namely, ſuch 

as are Civiily puniſhadE by death. Thirdly, Ali crimes which cone 

| nnd ihe cenſure of Excommunication. Fourthly , All appeaies 

, trom Setfiors. Fifttly, All cifterences which cannar he compoſed 

- >. Or determined in the Parochiall Conclave. Sixthly, The vititauion 

| and cen ure of all what 1s amiſſe in every Pariſh . either in Prea- 

if ] cher- or other. Seventhly , The appoynting of Readers , aud 
"ih Schoole maſicrs. Mz | 
0 wang  Theymceronce a weeke jn ſome places , in other places onely 
"+ gorce a fort-nighr, Alithe Miniſters in their feverall turnes , at 
their meeting Exerciſe, as they call it; thatis, there is appoynſed 


hy the Presbytegy., ſome one booke of old, or New Teſtament, ! 
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The Presbyterte, 5 


which every one by turnes in his owne courſe interpreteth in the | 
Pariſh Church , where the Presbyrery doth meer. Two alwaycs 
ſpeake , the firit from the Readers Deske or Pew ; the other, 1n 
1l5me other place diſtant trom him , but convenient for hearing. 
The firſt Analyleth, Interpreteth, and raketh away the doudts ct 
his Text 3 and (as they enjoyne) he 18 bound to the doftorall part, 


The ſecond, when the trtt hath done, addeth to what 1s faid ; hath _ 
2 warrant to ſupply the detects , or correct the errors of the firſt 
ſpeaker 3 but eipecialiy, his charye is t'1e Paitorall part, to apply the * < 


Text, and bring it home to the affections. 

There be Ingredients in this Exerc:ſe. ſuch as Obd's Church hee £a9-Preachers. 
fore this late aye never knew, a kind of Creatures whom thev call 
Expettants. Thek arc ttudents in Divinitie , or Country-Schcole= 
maliers,or \uch youths whoare bred with ſome Gamairel ; who at- 
ter that they.have given their private trialis, by Preaching and dit- 
pute, ace enrolled Expettants of ſuch, or luch a Presbytery. Thete 
mult keepe their turnes 1n Exerciing, and adding (as they call it) 
with the actuall Minifters, (fs they cail them) and once admitted 
tothat Presbyrery , may , whenſoever employed , Preach in any 
Pariſh Church within the bounds of that Preybytery , doe all Aſs. 
nſterrall afts, except Baptize, or give the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper, (for onght I know , there 1s no Conſecrationulted by them 
i» chat Holy action, but a mee thankſyiving) nay , they may he 
conltanc heipers, and Co-preac iers with a Rabby, ithe, the Pa- 
rh, and Presbytery agree to 1t, I pray you ſheiy me where ever 
jou read of iuch a prophanation, that a-Lay-man withoue Orders, 
Impofition of hands, ſhall be a pubiique Preaciur 05 Goa's Word, 
ind intrude vpon this Sacred Function, Thcic , tor the molt part, 
were the Beardleſſe Boyes King James, ot bleiled memory, mentio- 
neth in the Conterence at ZTumpion Court, Who would brave him to 
but face, pag. 4- 

Within one Countie there may be two, or three. more or fewer 
Presbyteries,according as there be more or {ever Parith Churches; 
and yet all theſe Presbyteries are invependant one from anotiicr : 
onely it is remarkable, that the Presbytery of Ezenburgh , becauſe: 
(as they ſprake} #t :« ſeated on the Warchs T ower bath well- nigh ob- 
luned by cuſtome, and other meanes a Swper-rntending power Over 
al other Presbyteries ; and other Presbyteries many times lend 
luther,to have reſolution of their difficult cates, The reaſon _ 
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{ides the eminegcy of this Citie by its wealth » andche refidence of 
all highelt Courts of Juſtice there ; although this Allobrogicall 
brood maintaine Paritie , there be notwithitanding ſome fey Pa- 
criarchs, who rule and over-rule all, who Lord it , and Pope it over 
the Lord's Inheritance , and in this Citie ordinarily are ſome of 
theſe Parriarchs: and the Kefþo»ſe prudentum from hence, are re- 
ceived as Oracles by remote Presbyteries, and reverenced as an- 
ſwers by rin and T hummins. | ; : 
There is none who liveth withinghke verge of a Presbytery,but is 
anſyerable to this Claſſic and Judicatory, and mult appeare whenſo- 
 ever,or tor whatſoever cited. The King and his Family are not ex- 
empted, nor priviledged: if He be cited, & appeare not, He may be 
excommunicated for His diſobedience & contumacy: It He appear, 
He muſt ſubmit His earthly Scepterto that their Scepter,which they 
tearme the Scepter of Chriſt; He muſt doe what is enjoyned. The 
Prezbytery is independent from the Crown of an earthly King,who 
is Gods and Chriſts Vice-gerent in the generall King dome of His provi- 
dence only; hut this Sanhedrim is C. Bibs Vice-gerent in His &cono. 
micaltKingdome, as Mediator,as they ſpeak; and conſequently,to 
it He mult vaile His Crowne, ſubmit His Scepter, and from 1t re- 
ceive Chriits Law and Ordinances. : 
King James of blefſed memory knew this well, who therefore in 
that Conference at Ms Gar pag- 79+ faith, © A Scottiſ 
* Preibytery as well agreeth with a Monarchy , as God and the Di. 
*« well, then Jack aud Thom, and Will, and Dick, ſhall meet, and at 
'* their pleaſures cenſure Meand my Conncell,and all My proceedings. 
© Thes Willſhall tand up and ſay, it muft be thur : Then Dick ſhall 
** reply, and ſay, Nay marry, but we will have it thus. And there- 
* fore here [ myſt once reiterate my former ſpeeches ( the King 1s an- 
lwering to D. Rainolds , who ſeemeth to beg of His Majeſtiea 
Presbytery, or ſomething like ro 1t) © Le Roy & aviſera-: Stay I 
* pray you for one ſeven yeares, before you demand that of me : and if 
'« you then find me purſe and fat , and my Wind-pipes ſtuffed, 1 wrll 
*. perhaps hearken to you : for let that Guvernment be once up , [ am 
« (re I ſhall be kept in breath , then ſhall we all of us have works e- 
* nough , both our haxds full. But D-Rainolds, rl you find that 1 
« grow Laxzie, let that alone. : 
Itis more then notoriouſly knowne to many yet living , and is 
upon Record in the Presbytery Boekes of Edenburgh , how King 
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Jemer,not once,but many times,hath ſent men of Honour & good The Prezhytery 
qualitie, demanding, or rather requeſting for ſome things at their hath kepe flare 
hands;who have heard the Commiſſioners propoſe the Kings mind; wth King 


But they , to keepe the power and place Chritt hath given them in 
that dignitie, tutable ro lo high a truſt , have diſmiſſedrthe Gentle- 
men ſent by the King without anſwer, and by an Order of that 
Spiritnall Houſe, have appoynted one,or two,as Commiſſioners of the 
Presbjtery, to goe to the King with their will and pleaſure , loling 
nothing of Chriſt's authornie , and carrying themlelves with the 
King almolt, as if two free Eſtates , or two free Kings had mer, 
and were dealing together. 


ames, 


As no perſon 1s exempred from obedience and ſubmiſſion to All Caſes and 
. this power, ſo nocrime or knne whatſoever committed, or ſuipcited 
to be committed, within the Setgnory of this pertie Principality : ſure of the 
And that ſometimes is ſo extravagantly and tranſcendent- Preslyrery. 


ly too leok'r after, and called in queſtion , (eſpecially if indit- 
creet zeale, or holy Spleene worke and move by the Spirit on a ho- 
ly Brother) tl at if there be a faRt and fault committed , ſecret, or 
knowne to very few, it is brought forth to the light of the World : 
There is no care taken to reconcile the Lapſed tro God in a pri- 
rate ways and to conceale his offence, but dilgraced he is publique- 
ly. What ſound repentance this may worke, judge you ? How con- 
lonant this 1s to the Apoltolicall Canon, They hat ſine publique ly, 
rebuke publiquely 3 and to the common Maximeof the Church, De 
orcul-is non judicat Eccleſoa ; he may ealily ſee, who hath not divor- 
cd himſelte from common ſenſe and reaſon ? To cure thele ecret 
ſinnes by the power of che Keyes tn tnterior: foro Conſcientie , and to 
cover them with the mantle of Charitie , ſmelleth cankly of auri- 
cular Confeſſion, Popiſh ablolution, and Srgilluns confeſſions, See 
the Conference at Hampton Court, pag 93. It is certaine, a fooliſh 
man revealing fooliſhly his faults to his wife, the zealous wife, up- 
on ſome quarrelling betwixt her and her husband , hath gone to a 
good Miniſter, revealed what was told her, and the honeſt impar- 
tall Miniſter hath convented the man, charged him with his ſinne, 
and made him confeſle, fatisfie, and doe penance publiquely, 


Crimes are 
Withiz the cen- 


Nay. vpon a ſurmile, ſuggeſtion , ſaſpition, or any miſcinfor- Crimes ſuſpe«- 
mation, it the Miniſter, oc Lay-Elder delate, (that is preſent) two Hed, are curin 
perions to converſe ſo familiarly , that it is to be feared that they 9%) bore in- 
ae guiltie of fornication, if they be unmarried; or of adultery » it 7” ed after. 


both 
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borh of them, or either of them be married ; they ſhall be cired, 
and ccnvented, examined by all prootes, preſumptions, interrogs- 
tories, &c. whether or not they have ſinned. If that the preſump. 
Lions be pregnant, altiough no proofe be, they ſhall be pur 1n cloſe 
priicn,teed on bread and water,kept that none may come at them, 
all Members Conſtituents of theſe Judicatories , appoynted to try 
what they know againtt the next Comre day; when no proofe ean 
be had , and all the pretumprtions goe nor faſten guliitineſle upon 
the accuſed , and the lw:priſorment and other hard uſages cannor 
extort a contellion, they are diſmiſſed : But an act 1s enacted, that 
if choſe tivo perions, ſuipected of fornication, or adultery , ſhall be 
icene LO meet , or be In company together , Except they meet in 
Church or Marker, it (hall be holden. pro confeſs, as conteſiced, that 

they are guiitie of what they are charged with, | 

Nay, lometimes the parties, aithough innocent, and no reall e- 
i ence beipg produced againit them,, are brought on the Lord's 
Day publiquely tothe middle of the Church before the Pulpit , to 
declare, lomeiimes to confirme their Deciaration by an Oath, that 
tliey are lanocent & free of that crime wherwith they are charged. 
And iometimes they are forced to make their publique Repen. 
rapce in the Chuich, upon a Pillary , for cheir unchriltian behavi- 
our : becauſe that although the parties charged be tree ,yet their 
conver/ation hath beene ſuSþ:110us and ſcandalows, 

A whole Volume might be written of young women, by theſe 
courſes diſyraced and defamed : of many Families divided and 
icaurered, whereas before there was no jealoglie berwixt the man 
apd the wie, | ; 

This Judicatory of the Presbytery is ſo high and of to vaſt a ſati- 
cude, that as the Pope bringeth in all civill cauſes to himlelfe asa 
compct.nt Judge , /ub formalttate pecc.its, fothis Papail Conclave 
bcipgeth any thing, kowſoever meerly and purely civill, under it's 
lah. ſub formulate ſeardali , as [candalous to a Chriftian proteſſi- 
ON- 

« 1656yreriall Ic is rot forgotten by many yet living , how the Prcsby tery of 
Governmens Edenburgh e'tempied to cenſure Ecciehialtically rhe Merchgnts 
A thereytor, carrying Wheat to Spare in rime of a Famine or dearth 

? Yr mworr of it.cre, for uliis was to feed and malntaine God's enemics. Buta- 

' Commtee. all, that was a pracwl/wm , an almoit inexpiable finne, to rran- 
MT, | $art \Vax ro Sparze, tor this was to be acceilory to Idolatry, : ſe- 
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the greateſt part of this Wax was employed in making Tapers 
and Candles to the Virgin Mary, and other Saints. 

In Saint Azdrews, F. T. was endebted to P. T. a conſiderable Inconſiſtene 
fmme of money , the greate(t part of his (tock. 7. T, delaying, 191/b 8De au 
or ſhuffling , or not able to pay P. 7. at the day of payment de- Tudicatories, 
fgned in the Bond , P. 7, obtained before the Lords of Sefſion a 
Judgement againlt 7. 7. with power to demand payment 1n the 
Kings Name, and upon dilobedience to be out-lawed and fall into 
2 Premwnire,or eicieating of his moveable goods & Chatrels, 7.7. 
bemoanes himi. !:t- to the Presbyrterie: The PresHyteric convents 
P. T. before ther , threatens him with Excommunication , tt he 
did perſitt to put in Executionthe Judgewent of the highett Judl- 
catorie in the Kinydome : and tor teare of this dreadiull Court an 
horrid ſentence, he paſſes from his purſui:,continueth the d-mand- 
ing of re- paying ot his money, You ſee here what, power this 
Pregyterie bath over all, and the highelt of civill Judicatortes. 

Infinite inſtances of this kind may be produced ; give me leave The Presbythie 
to adde one of a higher ſtraine, The Cite of Edenburgh , by the at pleaſure re- 
Kings of Scotland, amonylt other favours and priviledges , hath a —_— 
Royall grant of a weekly Marker day cn Monday 7 This Grant is yg, med, 
confirmed by Letters Patents under the great Seale, and by rhe 
landing Lawes of the Kingdome ; the Presbyterie here, by their 
tranſcendent fole authoritie , diſcharged any Market tobe kept on 
Monday : the reaſon was , becauſe it occaſioned the travelling of 
men and horſe the Lords Day before , which prophaned the Sab- 
both : If the Tradeſ-men, who found at home whart lofle they bad 
by wanting their Marker, had not with force and violence oppoſed 
their Soveraigntie, and made them forlake it, it was like enough 
tobave paſſed, and obtained longer. 

The mot active in this cafe, were the Shooeemakers, who were 
moſt prejudiced by the diſcharge of the Monday-Market. They 
threatned the Minifterie Right downe, That if they perſiſted in that 
courſe, they would thruft them out of the Gates of the Cinie : 
which threats reſtored the Mondayes-Market. When King /amer, 
that mirzcle of Piette , Learning , and Royall prudence, heard ot 
this he wich uncovered head. & !1fted up hands,faid to this,or mucit 
about this lenſe, / thanke God the Shooe- makers have more power to 
repreſſe the inſolencie anviolence of the Precbyterie, then 1 and my 
Conncell both, 

It 
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The Preshyterie It is known to many yet living, that they have cited betore them 
will net ſuffer Noblemen, and Gentlemen of good qualitic, wo tad intended 
oe cm Civill Actions againſt their owne Tenants bet« re the ordinarie 
Rows, Judge, anddiſcharged them to proſecute them any further, under 
tte paine of Ecclehalticall cenſures. This was #77e £9:lr, In a Ciy1ll 
bulinetle, but 204-25 conſigerandi, as they toOke notice of 1t, 1t was 
ſpirtiall, And why * becaule the toly Brethren pretended tints did 
with-dray people from their /myf;z!l vocations, bred ſtrifes and con- 
tention amonglt Brethren, and did hinder the progrefle ot the 
Goipel, 
Sexe few of As the particular Miniſters of individuall Pariſhes are under 
zbe Preshytere them, to they find the tyrannie of their Archiſynagogi, their prime? 
- wary Agr leading Minffiers, in that meaſure, that their |1ttle tinger 1s heavier 
poore Brithren, chen a Biſhop's whole hand and loynes. Bihops are lixe to a Pa- 
remove and * (crnall Government, ciattifing with Rods ; but the Presbyterians 
granſplant a: . icourge them with Scorpions: any Lord, Knight, or E'quire, who 
Pieaſure. 1s cunning, and can by taire carriage or otherivile, gaine tavour or 
credit with ſome fey Patriarcha! Presbyters, he 1s able At p/ealure 
co turne out an honeſt man (who perhaps is too free 1n rebuking 
the Gentleman forhis ſinnes, or cannot, or will not condeicend to 
grant his unlayſull and unjuſt demands) and to bring in one to his 
Orvne tancie 2nd humour, with wiom, and by whom, he 1s able 0 
worke aud cttcctuate his owyne had intendments. This boly Sanhe- 
drizs, although tac Parochiall Miniter tor /ntelleftall ab:(:ties, be 
ſufficiently enabled , and for Aſorall /ntegritie be blameletle ; yet 
they will find it fit he be tran(planted from that Church, becaulc 
the Congregation is not edified by him : at a Viſitation, the Land- 
lord is able to make 2] lay, and witnelle, they are not edified by 
him : or it a Presbyter, who hath more power with the donzimns 
Atogerator, and his affitants, being in a Pariſh of a (mall {tipend, 
and e{pyirg ſomewhere a better Pariſh, and an honelt man in 1t, 
but not {Oo much reſpected by the High-Priefts of the Sanhedrim, 
he will turne him out by the Pres; terie, cnter the Ciarge, and 
re-pe the benefit of a better Pariſh, and place the other (it may be, 
znd often proves lo, the herter and worthifr man) in another Pa- 
rlih of leffe worth, & deterior his cond:tioh. There needs no other 
reaſon for thus, but that ti:is ſacred Conſiſtorie,dire&ted and affilted 
with infallibilitie, doe finde it e Ke Ecclejfie, that it 1s for God's 
slory,and the good of the Church, 


I might 
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I might inltance a world ot thele Examples only let me tell you An honeſt man 


one,ot tie P resbyieric 0: Cooper i &ije, x Noble-man there havlliz, 7 
one M. #eym75, an honelt man,a Preaciicr anu Par!on at One Of Luc 
Churches, tae Which whole Parilh velonged tothe Noble-man, u- 


ied all the Entreatics ,all [he [IreatnIngs le coud, tO periyade Mi. Mate Wa) [4- 
IVeymis LO MaNE OVET [Olilm, and ws Houle, the IRtg it ot the Bene. cregzouſly the 
fce,vtuch u I miakbe not, was a Parionage. Ti good man rein. 09 P aw 


{ed it : Luc Noblesnian hinding Lie man wmmmoveable, having pre- 
pared LIC WAY 1 1th te King-leagers » accuicth the tonelt man bc. 
tore the Presbyteric , obtaincth ientence of removing M- Heym:s 
from that Churcii and Bcencticc,and OIINSELN IN ONE M-0Ccrogie whe 
mM ith Lhe coniem Of tic Viesbyterley lacriiegioully made vs er tlic 
Right of the Chiurci 10 tae Nuble-man and tus Famiiy. M.Yeymms 
was tranſplarted to anotier Churci. the lugnt made over by 
Stragie,w as atter\Wards contirmed by Act of Paritamente. K. Janes, 
when this Nobvic-niau Can.C iO lum , ipoke to lum tO tius lente ; 
My Lord, I wv onder yy y ou have io much power with the Presby- 
terle to obialne !uci ailing, and worke to ftrange a maiter; [ 
pray you tcuCN ME TIE Wa)» IOC 1 WCuld gladly know It. | he N&6s 
bie-m.a arty credeto this fenie,or much at out Mt; Sir,you take NOT 
the right way : 1 prepared my butinelle, by yaming the prime men 
to my court.}, I.cni to 4, &'s i ouic lton'uclti Maulty and toCy Dy 
bc mie fo, much Mea.c, to IN, a Carcatie ot Beete 3 this got me the 
power t© put eWay Heymrry to bring 1n Scrogte, and trom him, ith 
the content ot the Pregbyterie, to bave the right of the Partonage 
Impropriate to me and my Houle : Sir, thts cour!e you mwlt take, 
lt you would worke any thing by, or with thete 1men. 

The Teltament ot a Gentleman ot Wit, and more then ordinary 
werth and eftecm,1s to this day extant, (aitiiough he he dyed many 
yeares avoe ) wherein contefhing his mary tinnes ( he yas much 
eniltie ct uncleannetle , and was ot more then ordinarie reach in 
Politicall and fubtile Wayes ) abhorring himielte tor them , 
and earnefily begging pardon , proteiſed, and protefied , Thar 
xo Sinne did wound his Conſcience ſo much, as his deepc 
Hypocrike 3 who, without the true feare of Go», made 
great ſheiy of Religion , where none, or little was : and, to 
cover his ſinnes from the World, ro hide his ſhame, and the 
better ro effectuate his private Defignes, he made much of ſome 
ley prime leadipg Miniſters ; P doing of which , hee was 
2 not 
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not challenved for his finnes ; and was enabled ro worke his other 
ends. This hath beene, and 1s this Cay a conitant courle kept by all 
of that Cut and Coat+ 


The Prechytery It is known , that no Kinydome of the Kings was fo much in. 
the Seminary feited with Feuds, (as tcy call them) as that of Scot/and + nor was 


and nuſeryof 


Fexds, 


there any thing mcre ordinary , then Netghhourly Fends in Pari. 
ſhes, to be fought,to the effukon of much hlood , partly beginning 
ſometimes within the Church, and ended 1n the Church-ard, 
where many times lome were killed : And it was as ordinary, to 
tind each Presbyterie divided intheir affetion and courle, accord- 
ing 2s they affected the one, or the other partie. Nor was Scot. 
land ever tree of Feuds , ſheathing their Swords in their Neigh- 
hours boiyells, murthering one another , till a little betore King 
[ames came into Englard ; nor did everthat Kingdome enjoy tuch 
Peace and Plentie, as curing the time of Epilcopacle. 
Sir, by the few inſtances I have given you of many, you may lee 
-!earely, that Presbyterian Government 1s not onely inconſiltent 
w:th Monarchie , but deſtructive of the Libertie of the Subjects 
perſon, and Trade encroaching upon all authoritie, Soveraigne, 
and Delegate ; reſtraining at pleaſure, Cauſes and Suits commen. 
ced betore Judges ; forbidding Execution of Judgements, obrtai. 
ned before the ordinary Judges; repealing Grants, Letters.Patents, 
Rights and Priviledges authorized by Law : aſſuming to it (elite 
the Civill power, exacting Civll fines, pecuniary mulcts, inflicting 
corporal! puniſhments,painfull and diſgracefull ; defaming young, 
ditvracing married perſons ; and in briefe, is againſt the Peace of 
the Kirydome, of Families and Neighbours. And for their Cler. 
vie or fellow-Presb; ters, they tyrannize over their Conſcience, 
depole , or tranſplant them art pleature , for reaſons knowne to 


tome teiv of the more active. Ir is proper now to ipeake next 
of 


Provinciall Synods. 


N deſcribing of which,weneed not to infift muchzfor except that 
the Juriſdiction 15 of greater extent ard /atitude,yet in its eflen» 
tialls, conſtitution, and power, with the exerciie of it, it is the VE- 
ry lame. A 
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A Provinciall Synod is the apiſh imitation of a Provinciall 
Councell, contitting of a Metropolitan , and the Sutfrayan Bulhops 
of his Province : With them, it is an aficciate bedy of the Come 
miflioners cl1o/en out ot all tie Intividuall Pregbyteries ryithin 
the precinct ot th- Province. H-:yv many there le ot tem in the 
Kingdome of Scor/and at this inftant , I know not : but the King - 
dome is divided into ſo many Provinces , as they in their prudence 
thinke it firteſt tor che Government of the Curc':. | 

If Iremember right , by their p/ar-forme of D:ſciplme , thele 
Provinciall Synods are to meet tyyicea yezre, or ofiner, prove 
ma, 

Theſe Synoda!l Aſſemblies have a ſuper. 4ntending and over-rn- 
lng power over all the Presby:eries within the limits ot that Fro- 
f1nce+ 

The cales proper to theſe Courts are : Firſt, All matters winch 
doe appertaine to the wi:o!e Province : Secondly , All Referres 
from all PreSHyteries within its Verge : Thirdly, All caies of eve- 
ry ſeveral! Presbyteric . which were difficult , and could nct there 
bedetcrmined : Fourthly » The due cen{ure of all what 1s thought 
to be done amiſle in any Presbyterie, within irs [aſh : Fifthly, 
What is ordered and decreed in thole Provinciall Synods, tyetn all 
within the particular Fresbyteries and Pariſhes , as well Lay as 
Llergy-men, to obedience. Any Presbyterie elle , that moveth 
without the ſpheare of this Province, is not tyed to obey what this 
decrees, by rertue of any authoritie lowing from it. 


I3 
»What it ir, 


The tatent of 
ters power, 


The caſes 
which fall 
within thei# 
Furiſdiaion, 


The ſame courſe is hoiden inall things in the Provincial Sanhe- The politique 
im, which is kept in the Presbyteria 1 Conſiftorie, fo that I nee! ſtratagem of the 
rot trouble you by reſuming and repearing the like : onely here ts g/eat Gamalt- 


lome peece and ule of good Policie, which is thisz Ina Province 
there may be ſome foure,or five, or [ix,or more knowing leading- 
Miniſters , who over-rule Cifferent and diſtant Presbyteries , an4 
cannot formally and fairely joyne their wits and power to com- 
paſſe their common and private ends. The meeting of this Pcovin- 


| call Synod occalioneth the mecting of th le leading men in the 


lameplace ; who alter that they have communicated Counſells, 
and agreed upon the conrle, they are able ro draw their hrethren, 
their pupils of their Faction,2s Servans pecur,ſlaviſhly,yet with much 
Lealeto diſpute , debate , and voyce for what they in their wile- 
Gme thinke fit for their owne ends : wiich courte layd m—_ 
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ſbe great ho- 
HOUT which is 
given to te 
Patriaycball 
Presbyters, 


Provincial! $ynods, 
vill be {o prevalent, thar if it be againtt King, Country, Preacter, 
or Lay-men, in that concerneth the pubiike , or any private mans 
intercit,to whom theyltand engaged,it 1s to as littie purpoletolome 
good men to oppole,or moderate this courſe,as to a nan tor licp a 
current of a flood,atter a great inundation of raine, with lus toor, 

There is another trick ot policte too , whereby the Apo3tles of 
this Province advance their one credit ;that the: witett ot the No- 
bilitie and Gentrie ice ivho are the active and ding men, and ha« 
ving thelr particular mterett many times , both in the pub.lque, 
and their o;yne private , they make their addretie tothete Popes, 
vaine them to their courſe, and ttrengehen them!elves by Lat Spl- 
ritnall Sword to ditturbe the publique, or to gaine their private 
ends, wactiier right or wrong. When the Commullicners trom 
herpce returne tO their {everall Presbyteries, they intis a c tothem, 
to command the particular Minilters to Preaca in their Pariſhes 
Doctrire tending to the advancement of thoſe deſignes : and ttus 
1s ſo much obeycd, that tle Mintiicr of te ings Family » or Pa- 
riſh ; mult t1 2 the lame long , although 1t concerne the Xing 10 
His Honour, or in thzt is moit deare to i:im, and be to the prejus 
ice of His Perton, Soveratgntie and Governn cnc. 

Theie a y1, thele prime men of God, arc attended and honourea 
{o by the 11511; and cunning Novics and G<riiemen, that they are 
well-nigh dethed ; in their comm'ng to and tro, to Aſſemblies, 
Presbyteries , or v-pon other occations , the moſt eminent of the 
Province walt upon them , entreat them to come to their Houles, 
ter them at the head of the Tables by my Lady , provide for them 
the bult chambers. And that:you may know , howtocver they pre- 
rend Paritiz, that it is proteſtatro contra fatlum , never Biſhop in 
Scotland hath come into Cities with tuch Convoyes, been attended 
with ſuch great perſcneges , as ſome of tis holy Brother-hood. 
It is to this day remembred , that when Malter Robert Bruce came 
from his Vilitation inthe Wett.or South, returning to Ederbmyh, 
and entring by the Canon-gate , King James lcoking out at His 
\Vindow 1n His Palace at Halyrude- Houſe , with indignation, 
(which extorted from him an Oath} ſaid. © Maſter Robert Bruce 
** [am ſure intends to be King, and declare himfelfe heire ro King Ro- 
© bert the Bruce, 

If you would allow me upon this to digrefſe,I beg tobe bold totel 
you a true tory , and the moſt infolemt I beleeve, you ever _ 
e . 
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heard, \Waen Q. Elrzabeth was waxed old, K- Jam bethhiaking 


S 


Thepreſumptus 


how to come at the peac2able plefſion of that Rignt, God and gwus carriage of 


nature had entitled him to after her death : and refolvin; to recall 
and pardon the Earles of Angvs, Funtle, and Arroll, (wo at that 
time were baniſhed ard heyond Seas ) feared, it by himleife,and his 
Soreraigntie, he ſhould doc it, becauie they were protefied Papiits, 
he feared the C ;urc') yould except aviintt it, and move his Sub- 
jects to Sedttign and Reb-l.ion ; yet the Noblemen were mo!t a- 
ble to frengthen him, and doe him belt ſervice In the Kingiome- 
Te prevent t/15s mi/cjiefe, he tent one of his truſted and worthy 
Courticrs to Me. Robert Bruce, one of the Minitters of Ederxburgh, 
who at that r1me nad great livay in the Church , delirtng him to 
come to His Majctiiz about ſome bulinefle of tigh concernment. 
M. Robert did comce The vood admirable King, welcommed him 
more then courteoully, took him into His Retiring or Bed-Clhams 
ber ; ipoke poxyeriully to this lene: M. Robert, I bave lent for you 
to have your advice 1na bulinefle of great weight concerning the 
Peace of Scot/and and Eng/and, and which concernes me in ght 
and Honour molt nearly. Q. Elizabeth , my Silter and Coulin, 1s 
kck and cannot live long , you know I have God's and Nature's 
Right to that Crown; 1 cannot looſe it in Honour or in Jultice,and 
ye: my prayer to God is, that Lmay come atmy Right witout a- 
ny blood. I knoy there is ſome Faction in England again't me, 
but my friznds are more prevalent there. It concerneth megtin tie 
poynt of Prudence, to provide that there be no FaStionand vt - 
on in this my Kingdom of Scetlard, tor if this Kinydom be all one 
my for me in heartic obedience and ſubjection, the dil-atteSted 
partie 1n Exg/2nd iyill be better adviſed, then to iworie me croudle 
tothcir great difadvantzye.Now, ſaith the belt and wile?! of Kings, 
Ifeare nothing, but that theſe tirree Noble men heyord Seas, be- 
cauſe of their torteiture, may be wrought upon by Papilts, encou- 
raged and enabled by them there.and the Engliſh Papiſts, who are 
molt againſt mycomming to the Crown of E.g/and,knowinglT am 
a (ound Proteſtant, 10 come hither and trouble Me and the Peace 
o! this Kingdome. Doe you not thinke it fit, that I give them a 
pirdon,re{tore them to their Honour and Lands.and by ſodoing. fo 
gain them,that thus T may ſai e the effulion of Chriftian blood? To 
this dewand (o picuſly madesthe anfiyer was ; Sir,you may pardon 
Argus and Arrell, ard xecall them, bur it is not fit , nor wil you 
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Provinciall Synods, 


ever obtaine my conſent to pardon or recall Hunt, To this the 
molt gracious King ſiyeetly replyed : Matter Robert , It were bet. 
ter for me to pardon and recall him , and not the other two, then 
the other tio without him. Firit , becauſe you know he hath a 
greater command, and is more powerfull then both of them, Se. 
condly, Next, you know Iam more aſſured of his aFe&tion to me, 
tor he hath married my deare and neare Kin{.ryoman, the Duke of 
Lenox his Silter, Hig rejoyner was ; vir. I cannot agree toit, The 
King out of the preat depth of His witedom and prudence, and His 
rranicendent goodnefſe,concluded thus 3 Matter Xobert,T have im- 
parted my molt ſecret thoughts to you firlt betore any, and to you 
onely ; Iam to contident of your zeale and good aftection to Me 
and My Honour, that I entreat you to thinke upon this matter a 
day or tivo ; and after your better thoughts and Prayers , returne 
tome, and tell me clearely what you think?. Thus was he dil. 
miſſed,wich as muc! re{pect as the King could give to any of His 
tgheſt Subjects, The truth is,at this time this man had more pow- 
cr in Egenburgh then the King ; and his credit there had a mighty 
influence upon all His Sect, and many in the Kingdome : within a 
day or tiyo he returnes to his Majeſtte; yet, it I be informed right, 
not till he was called upon, When he entred the Kings Prelence- 
Chamber , the King tooke him into a ſecret retiring roome as be- 
ture, made the doore be ſhut, and ſpeaketh to this ſenſe : Now 
Malter Robert , ] hope you have thought more ſeriouſly npon that 
weightie buſinefſe I propoſed to you the laſt dav, and have prayed 
Cod rodirect you and Me both , tell me then,wyhat you thinke of 
my purple and re{o/ution concerning thoſe r:uree Neble-men? 
He returneth this anſiver ; Sir, the more I thinke of it , the more 
I am confir:ned inthe advice I gave to you the laſt day. I agree 
with all my heart,that you recall Azgrs and Arroll, but for Huxt- 
lie 1t cannot be. The King reſumed and repeated his reaſons belore 
mentioned , and added forme more. He obſtinately oppoſed and 
contradicted it. Ail doe know,who knew any thing of theſe times, 
that Angus and Arrell were as biyot Papifis , it rot more, then 
Huztlie ; there was no difference in Religion : the truth 1s, Maſter 
Bruce was a Lover of the Earle of Argyle. who loved not much the 
Earle of Hunthe. This was the Spirit infpired him , as it ſeemeth 
King James defired his reaſons : he gave none , but ſpoke majefti- 


cal'y- Then the Kirg teld him downe-right, Matter Koberr,] have 
co 
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told you my purpoſe;you ſee how nearely and highly it concerneth 
me : I have given you my reaſons for my relolution , you give me 
-our opinion, but you ſtrengthen it not with realon 3 wherefore I 
will hold my owne relolution , and dce as 1 firlt {poke to you. To 
the which, with Chriſtian and Subject-like reverence , he returned 
this reply ; well, Sir, you may doe as you liſt , but chuſe you , zee 


ſhall not have me ard the Earle of Huntlie beth for you. Sir, Judge 


by this 1n what caſe Monarchie 1s, 1n ſuch a Government ; for ti1at 
this is trath , I am as much aſſured of, as mora!l certaintie can 
aſſure any man ot morall truth,which with his owne cares hee hath 
not heard, And yet this man wasbut Miniſter of Edeaburgh, 
Toreturne thither, from whence we digrefſed , that. you may 


know , that this great Honour yhich 1s done to thoſe great ones, The Countrey 
the Cabinert-Councell of ali Provinciall apd Generall Aſſemblies, hoxourner theſe 
Apoſiles in the 
name of a Dife 
l +. ciple,as it ap» 
your eyes, and conſider how the ſame men reſpect and entertain p.arth by the 
their own Parith. Minitter ; when the Gama!zels fits by my Lady,the d:(-reſpe all 
<6 tc the» Miniſters 
h 1efro0m ther 
V ariſioners, 


by thele cunning and ſubtile Nobles and others, is roc done in the 
name of a Diſciple , in the name of a Propiiet ; reflect a little with 


PariſhePriett ill be below the Candlefiick ; and will be for: 
come to his Lord, or Land, and Crouch dowre for a mor /c!! of 
Bread, and ſmall peece of Money. Nay, beiore the G::a/tel be gone, 
he muſt prompt and Catechiſe the poore [tipendiric, tow to carry 
himlelfe with the Lord and Laird; not to exact to9 rigorouſly what 
1s due in his competent Stipend, nor in Preaci.ing, 2earine, cr Dit. 
cip.ine, touffend the Lord or Laird: fvch gcod Chrifiians , ſuch 
Jehoſhaa's, Nehemia's, and Eſdras's, are to be muc!1 made of tor the 
Cauſe of God: I dace to ſay,never Biſhop or Arch-Biſhop in Eo- 
lard or Scotland hath uſed more authority.nor didever carcythem- 
ſelves ſo arrogantly to wards the meane{t of their Clergie, as theſe 
men doe over their ſimpler brethren. I come noxy at lalt to 
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His is the Great ard High Sanhedrim ; the laft reſolution of faith Thyeprecogative 
'4 is almoſt in this affociate Body. Here Chritt fits in the Higheſt of this Cowrt, 
glory and Dignitie he can upon earth. Here is the w/timate decr/ſon 
of all controverſies. Here you may find really that fancied intalli- 
nz D bllitie 
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poſcd, 


How the King IL _ 
15 a member of there either perſonally by himſelle, or vsrtually and 7. preſentatively, 
ir, and if 9 jn,or by his Commiſſioner : He hath one voyce too, and that afftr- 
pow. 7 au0Ve C 


the meaneſt 


K uling-Elaer, 


The Generall Aſgemblie, 


bilitie of tae Pope. Tae JurildiRtion in this is univertall, in all cons 
cerneth Eccle/iaſtica, Eccle/i:/ticos, anl what concerneth all Tem. 
poralia in ordine ad Spiritu alia, 

The authoritie of it is ſoveraign?, independant from any, de. 
rived to them by truſt immediately from Chriſt ; to him alone 
they are accountable. Whoſoever obeyeth not this Soveraigntie, 
is to be Excommanicate ; the Maylttrate 1s at thetr Command, 
and as they preſcribe , ro puniſh in Eſtate, in Body, in Lite and 
Death : If the King obey nor, He is to bs Excommunicated ; and 
to ſtrengthen this, the Nobllitie, Gentrie, Collective Bodie, nay, 
every individuall perſon is to concurre,to compell and cenſure him 
to the utmoſt of his power, to puniſh, to dethrone, to un-King, 
to kill, &c. Let us come and ce hoiv this good!y Judicatorie 1s 
made up. 

It is compoſed , Firlt, of the Commiſſioners ſent from all the 
Presbyteries of the Kingdome : which (as I heare and am infor- 
med) is thus ordered; every Presbyterie ſendeth out tiyo Preacts 
ing-Elders, and a Lay-Elder : by thts it ſeemeth, that the Clcrgie 
hath the advantage. 

Second!y, therefore conſider , that beiides che Commitſioners 
trom Pregbyteries, there commeth trom every Burroiv and Cor- 
poration one Commititoner ; and Edenburgh, for ſome [pirituall 
prerogative no doubr,is honoured and priviledged to lend to. 

Thirdly, the Univerſties and Colledyges ſend their Commilſi9. 
ners, which for the melt part are not Doctors nor Minitters, but 
Liy-men and Graduates in Liberall Arts and Sciences. This will 
"Ee ncere to equall the number of Lay-Commuiſiioners to that of 
Preaching-Mainiſters. 

Fourthiy, the Kiog is a member conſttuznt too, and ſhould be 


ative orely. In what Capacitie they admit the King to be a mem- 
ber conſtituent of this Spiricuall Court, I knoy not well,if they be 
agreed upon 1t- Some hold, that he is there as Prixceps membrum ; 
by this I ſe he is the firſt Gentleman therezand ir may be, hath the 
r1ght hand too: Some ſay.as a Repreſentative of the Civill Body of 
the Kingdome, and fits there in that capacitie : All of them agree 
in g11s,that he is bound by his owre preterce,or Commiſſioners)to 
tee and pxovide,that no diflurbance or violence be offered: 


The 


The G enerall Afemblic; 


| The King, if preſent, and His Commiſſioner, if ablent , have ſo 


much henour indulged to him, that He or His Commuſſtoner may 
have foure,five,cr fix 4f/iants for advicezbut theſe Synodicall Fa- 
thers give their indulgercgs with ſuch circumipeet prudence, that 
to prelerve Chritt's koncur and tlieir owne entire, the King or His 
Commiſſioner may dehate and adviſe with His Councell, or Aft- 
fants,or Cehire any of them to ſpezk.while matters are in debating; 
but when it commeth to the decifien and determination by voy- 
ces,and pluralitie of voyces maketh the Decree, the King has oxely 
one Voyce, ard that Afi: mate orely,not Negative. 


By this it is certaine, that 1: the greater part of voyces determine The Kj 


contrarie to the King's voyce, ray, to His mind and Conlcience, 
He is bound to put it in execution ©: for Poteſtas Jrres is radically 
in the whole Aſlcmbly 3 the King hath no more but Poreſtatem 
Fatli.to be an executioner Ret Judrcate,of the Decrees; otheryile, 
He is cenſurable : and if He be obliinately refractorie, He is nor 
worthy to hold His Crowne. 

The Kiny prelices too, as they confeſſe 3 bur fo, that 1t 1s onely 
civilly,and 1n His civiil capacitie, 

If I be not miſtaken, yer I dare not avouch this confidently, 
the King hath not power to propoſe any thing Spirituall,or that 
concerneth the Church ; but if He doe 1t, 1c muſt be done by the 
Right Father of the Afſembly, the Moderator. This I dare to fay, 
that neither the King nor his Commiſſoner can hinder or oppoſe 
the propoſing of any thing they thinke concerneth the Kingdome 
of Jcſus Chriſt : for this were no free generall Aſſembly , and to 
limit the holy ove of 'ſrael. Nay, i- the thing propoſed, conceived 
by them to be Spiritual, be ſo twiſted jvith the things Civill, that 
the ordering or eltabliſhing of it may carry along with it a change 
and difterper in the Srate and Government, or import danger to 
the King and Crowne z the Aſoderator,or any Commiſſioner, hati 
power to propnle it, determine it, and never to conſider or reflect 
upon the danyer of King, State, or Kingdome, and that for God 
and Chriſt's ylory, 


The proper , naturgl! , and right Prefdent of this Serapht- The proper Mus 
call Jndicatorie, is one of the Preaching-Elders ( although wee derazor, is a 
obſerved before , how Lay-men , as Buchanan, Melwil, Brace, Preacher, 


have beene CModerators ) a Lay-Elder now cannot be Mode. 
rator, 


D 2 Here 


They indid the 


Aſſemblie by 
their owne 
power, 
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Here is the Legiſlative power, here is the Soveraigntie of Chriſty 
Kingdome, here is the higheſt Triburall and Judicatorie of Chrift 
upon the Earth, from which no perion, no ott:ce, no condition of 
creature is priviiedged ; from 1t lyeth no appeale, 

The King hath no poiyer to appoynt the time or place of this 
Aſſembly , but oncea yeare it mult neceſſarily meer. And at ths 
cloſe of every Aſſembly, the Preſent appoynteti the day and place 
for the next, If any great Exiyencie really , or in their fancie 1h. 
rervening, requireth the meeting of a Generall Afemb!y before 
the time determined , the Commiſſioners from the Aſſembly are 
to make remonſtrance of 1t unto the King. 

Whatſinever power the Pope unjulily uſarpeth , the Catholick 
Church,or her virtuall and Repreſ-rtative,an axcumenical Councel}, 
juſtly challengeth3this generall Aſſembly vindicateth to it ſelf,only 
Authoritative , by way of anthoritie , within the Church of the 
Kingdome and Naticn ; yet Conſen/ive , and Charitative, to ex. 
trend toall Neighbour-Churcies in the World,whar-ever it be that 
concerneth, fidem, culrum, Regimen,&c. credenda, agenda. 

And yet it this infallible Supreame Judicatorie would reſerve to 
it ſelfe that juriſdiction 1s due to men in Sacred Orders, and which 
intrinſecally, radically, and originally is in them ex v4 ordinis, al. 
though Presbyters intrude upon higher Calltnys, and they place all 
Eccletiaſticall power, at leaſt communicate it to Lay-pcople, the 
Prirces condition were tolerahle: Nay, if they did onely 
trench upon what is due to Soveraigntie , and with which heis 
inveſted from God Almightie , which is reſtrained, ad 
Externum hsmincm, and Externum Regimen, although Sove- 
raigntte by it be brought into ftrairer and narroiver bounds , a 
King might be in ſome poor condition, although Robbed of His 
Right. But when they come to this, that  ordive ad ſpiritualia , in 
order to ſpirituall things , they will give the King Lawes , repeale 
His Laves, command and expect pertormance and obedience, 0- 
therwiſe Excommunicate, and it a King negle& that Excom- 
munication, incite inferiour Magiſtrates, Nobles , and Com- 
mons , to bring Him in order, to compell and force Him; 
He is in a worle condition under this Soveraignitie , thenun- 
der the Pope , by how much it is worſe to a King to be ſub- 
jected to an untamed furious Beaſt , the multirude, then to the 
tyranny of one. | | | 
All 
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All cheſe Lay-Elders, all theſe Commiſſioners from Corporati- ray men Jud- 

ris | onsand Burrowes , are de are 4/9199,35 fully Judges In all matters ges 3» higheſt 

of | of Faith, Worſhip, Government ; Judges ot Hecefie , Idolatrie, Pt of Faith 
Superſtition, ot the higheſt poynts of Orthodox and Ca- ane Wor julp, 

his | tholick myſteries, of the groflelt ana ſubtillett Herefies, Arias * 

the | wine, Arminianſme , AMacedonianſme , Montantſme, Soctaniſmes 

Anabaptiſmse, Fc asany man in Sacred Orders there, have vocers 

deliberativams, vocem aecri/ivam, bave a debating , diſcufhve voyce, 

"re and concurre as much with the influence of their voyce , to pre= 

cribe and give us Norman fider, cults, politie , a contellion of 

Faith, a preſcript for Worſhip,Canons tor Government and D!!. 

> cpline , as ever Biſhops had in laivtuil Chriſtian Conncells : Bt- 

all ſhops, limbs and members ot Antichriſt , are no part of it, Now 

is forgotten that of the Councel of Cha/cedon, Concilum Epiſcoporam 

he | «; and that old Barbarous, but Chriftian enough verſe, 


X= 
2t Tte foras Laici, yon eſt vobis lacus yore 

ro I would gladly aske ofone of theſe Rabbies,and great Maſters in g,y;gronees 
NN [frael, how commeth it that the Commiſſioners of Burrowes fit of purrowes 
[. there, VOyCe there ? are they ro0 de jure arvino, by divine right ? If are there onely 
1 | theyanſiver, that ſuch arechoſen as are , or have beene Lay-El. 74 Lay-cape- 
Ce ders ; I rejoyne : the Lay-Elders come in that capacitie onely as © 

y | Commiſſioners cf the particular Presvyterics : Theſe are nor 

's members Conſtituents of the Presbyterie in that capacitie , that 

4 they are, or have beene Lay-Elders, bur have right and intereſt in 

b | this high Court in that c.zpacitie meerely, as Commigioners cf 

I Burrowes. Looke upen their acts of generall Aſſembly , and yeu 

; will tind, that it authorizes Commiſſioners from Burroives to be 

; parts Conſtituent of this Judicatorie , 944 tales, as ſent from the 

> Buorrowes- 


Againe, I aske, ſeeing you make Doctors one of your foure ho- Fe find De- 
ly FunRtions Eccleſiaſtical; conftitured by Chriſt; in what Judica.. ers 30 where: 
torie find we them ? InSefſions they are not ; In fery Presbyteries 
they be 3 and if there, in ſcme other capzcitie. In Generall Aſſem- 
blies if any be, they appeare as Commiſſioners from the Univerſi- 
tle, in this capacicie one!y. And many times it is ſeene , that Fre= 
fefſors of Philoſoptic have beene Commiſſioners of Colledyes in 
Generall Aſſemblies, 


D 3 Leaving 
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22 The Generall Jſjemblic, 
The Leaving theſe abſurdities, which are monftrouſly grofle, I come 
wich thesSan- to conlider next, what is the Soveraiyne power ct this high Sanhe. 
_ ” =, 4rime It they would,in Chriltian moderation, aſſume no more to 
{Fe themſelves but onely a Direttiwe Power, and by humble Remon- 
ſtrances and Supplications, with that reverence 1s due to Soveraiyn« 

tie and Majeſtic, Petition the King to arymate therr Acts,Canong, 

and Conſtitutions,with the influenceof his Leyiſlatte Poiyer; this 

were faire Quarter. But, by your favour, no ſooner have they ex. 
afted it here, and fo ſcone as it is foleninly intimated , whic'i 1s, by 
returning to every Presbyterie, with it's Commiſſtoners, a Copie 

of the Acts, Orders,and Ordinances,and by the Presby terte's Order 

every Miniſter hath publiſhed them in the Pariſh Church ; all 

thirys ſo done,are animated with a Poreſtateve Power,by the influ« 

ence theſe Orders receive from that Legrſlatrve Power Chrilt hath 

entruſted them with , in his &coromicall Kingdeme. All then are 
bound to obedience,if it be in the meaneſt icittercnt rhing; nay, if 

this Order croſle or repeale a tandiny Laiy,all diſobedtents are ly- 

able to a!l Eccicſalticall Cerſures,and may forthwith be proceeded 

| againſt,even till they be delivered over mo the hands of the Droel, 

They are above This Aſemb/y 1s above the Kirg ; to them he ought to give an 
the, King, and account of his Feith;to thur Corteflicn of Faith he muſt conſorme 
all Sovere/ganie himielte; ro their Ocders |.c mult ive obedience; otherwiſe, he is 
excommunicable, depolable. 1 icare you ſcarce beleeve me 3 yet 

[ ruly, ron vereiiada rerego, ſed 1mverecun an conf) ; I diſcover not the 

nakedneſſe of Father, the ſhame of Bret'er, nor Friend ; would to 

God the tenets and praRtices were buried in Hellzand the maintale 

ners regained to God by true repentance, & 1 :r{.king their wayes: 

I dilcover onely things tl;at arc pait a!l N- :me,& which our Church 

can never cyvne. Sir, if you w1.i bard'y bclreve me in this, let me 

| give you theiraſſertic ns in this cate & their contormable practices 

if they cannor Ic 15 their contiant Catholike Tener, That it ihe Kirg, Queene, 
04 apt <a_—_ or Protector, or whoſoever he or ihe is, * whoſe _ 
by azy «ther SOYeraigntie is fixed,orin whoſe Perion it is repreſentatively fixed, 
meancs elſe, Onely by a fiductarie trv{t, during the non-age of the Prince of 
Princeſſe ; will not ſubmit himſelſe to this holy Sccpter, will not 
according to it's preſcript,reforme Religion, preſerve it in it's inte- 

gritie ; any man ormen are bcund to doe It, at their direction. [ 

ipare Martin. Junior's Faith in this, That there is no Anthoritie 4 
bore the Brotherhood. © No Xagiſtrate (ſarth Le Thel 1 7-18.22) 

- | _ 
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may lawfully mayme or deforme the Body of Chriſt, which is the 
« Church ; 0 lawf!l Church- Government is changeable, at the plea- 
* fare 2 the Alapiitrate ; of neceſſirte, all Chriſtian MagisFrates are 
« bound to receive this Govermmeit. Nor will I infilt upon Veg 011- 
ton's allertion ; That, ** 29/22 the Fly Brotherhood canno: obtaime by 


1 « ſuit and difpate X the People muſt bring it to paſſe. You delire the 


Tenets and Practices of the Church of Scotland onely, 

The Scot's maintaine, That if the King, or Queene, w1i!l not re- Religion may be 
forme Religion, they may take upon them by violence and power _ le _ by 
to reforme 1t. This they have learned of their grand-father Kor, —_ J 
25 you may reade in an Epiltle of his, written from Diepe,4s.1557- 
and in Knox F/F, p. 213. what is lawfull for Reformation, 1s laws 
full for preſervation of Religion, 

Firſt, and here they b-gin with the Nobles, and determine right 1f the King 
downe ; Noble men c:1211 to Reforme Religion, if the King will not, — not, the 
Knox,ap.25- Ayaine, / at God 5ath aypornted the Nobilnie to bridle a 
the in2ratuate appetites of Princes; aud in [0 domg they cannot be Accents 
ſea a re/1/ters of Author tie, Knox, Hiſt. 343- And, That it is ther 
dutie to repre(]e th2 rag? and wſoleacte of Princes, Knox,ap-3 3 

Secondly, in the ſ<cond p'ace 3 it” the Nobles wiil not doe, rhe If neither King, 

People aud Communaltie in:y reform Religion,at the order and derettton 307 Nobles, the 
of the Brother/330d, Knox to the Commonaltie,fol..49.50. Tit Cone » People may. 
monaltie, by the:r power, m-ty brid/e the erue!l Beaſts ; (they meare, 
Priefts and Prelates) K9x tothe Commonaltie, fol.5 5. Tine Cone 
monaltie 1ay lawfully require of thetr Soveru 191,to have true P reaChe 
es; and if he be neg!:geat, thy may themſelves provide them, man- 
tame them , defend them anainſ? all that dos pciſecnte them, and may 
detaine the profits of the Churc/h-Livings from the other fort ; (what 
is t0 ſay, Prietts, Papilts, Pcelates, and Malignants ) Knox 70 the 
Commonaltie, fol.s 5. 

Thirdly, in the third place ; if they come to the happineſſe, to If Nobles and 
have Nobles and Commons obedient to theic COmmeanderments. NY 
for Reformation,or preſervation of, trae Religion, (which mult be ome OE 
04s they fancie) I am ceccived, i rhicy allow nor more violence, ſucceſe, 
and eſteeme it more pietie,zeale,and juitice.Ticir Teners are: The 
Communaltie contrrring with the Nob!:s, may compell the Biſhops to 
ceaſe from therr tyranrme, Knox tot! c Commonaltie, fol.47, Againey 
The Nobilitie and Commn!tie org 't to reforme Religton, and in that 
Caſe may remove from Honours, and may puniſh ſuch «3 God hath 

ccademred, 
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condemned, Deur, 13. Of what eſtate , condition, or honour ſoever, 
Knox, ap- tol. 28. 30. 
Inferiour Ma. Fourthly , in the fourth place , if the Nobles vill not joyne 
giftrates &-peo- vich the People or Commonaltie, in the Reformation, or 
ple may joyze, preſervation of true Religion ; at the direction of the Minifte. 
rie, the inferiour Magiſtrates may,and ſhould doe it. Kzox, Hf, 
, 217, 
Every indivis Filthly, in the fifth place, before ſo. good a worke be not done, 
duall in this 1t Nobles, or the whole, or greateſt part of the Commona!tie wil 
gY0& worke, not be obedient afſifting, & ayding to fo good a work; Every indi- 
may ond ow2ht yiduall man & perſon is bound to advance this good worke, to kill 
oe amet Papilt,Prie(t, Prelate, Malignant,nay a Kingzif he fiand our 
of bis power Papilt,Pcielt, Prelate,Malignant,nay a Kingzit he ſtand our anene- 
z#cend and ex. mie t> God , and Chrilt, and cannot otherwiſe be rec'aimed, or 
deavour Refor- removed, nor by ſuit or diſpute gained to the right way , (I dare 
MADE, ſay , their doctrine leads to this ) ſee Knox, ap. fol. 30. where 
round!'y he faith, The puniſhment of ſuch Crimes as touch the Maje. 
ſtie of God duth not appertarne to Kings and chiefe Rulers onely but alſo 
to the whole body of the Peop'e, and to every member of the ſame , t 
revenge the minrie done agarrft God. Againe, ſee him, fol. 35, The 
People are bound by oath to God , torevenge, tothe utmoſt of thei 
power, the injurte doxe againſt Gods Ifoieftie. To this purpole they 
alleadge the examp'es of Phineas, who, in his zea'e killed the Adul- 
terers : of Ehud , who in the ſame zcale killed Eg/0n in ls private 
Cl:amber, (remember he was a Kiny:) Of Jael, who killed Srſcra; 
of Yatathias, who in zeale killed a Jeiwv for committing of Idola. 
triez and who, in the ſame zeale, at the ſame time killed the Kings 
Commuſſoner. Sir, put theſe things together , ard ſee, here this 
Soveraigne Supreame Ecclefalticall Judicatorie hath fuct} domint. 
on and power over mens conſciences , that being directed by their 
Minifterie, tlicy are bound todoe to the utmott of their power, 
for Reformation and preſervation ot Religion , what Sacred Per- 
ſon of any King can be ſecured ? \Wiat wan offending againſt the 
Majeitie of God.(which is as they farcie many times) may not be 
taken away by one like to a Ravillack,? What. Commiſſioner or 
Counſel!cur of the King , bur in doirg his beſt ſervice to His Ma 
. ſer , he may be (toned like to Adcram , and ali this goe in pv 
pular eſteeme currant for good ſervice, ard extraordinarie zeale t0 
God and his Caule ? 
Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, in the fixth place, upon thoſe grourids, Covenants and Al,vr as max 
Confederacies come 1n,to (irengrhen all; to joyne Puries,Perions, 7? 7 wel-of- , 

- *, ! feticd may Co- 
Wir,and Strength, cortra ownes mortales, Regia Majeftate ron ex- ut om. 
cept4, againſt King and Biſhop, Prince and Frelate, to the defence bins for doing 
of the good Caule ; with a Combination, every one to be aydipg, ths wore, 
afſilting,and maintaining one arother in ſo good a Caute. 

Seventily,in the laſt place commeth their Orders for Reforma. The Confede- 
tion, or preſervation ; and that by themſelves and the collective 745 may oy 
Body,or any Aſſociates whatloever, without reſpect, reverence,or — ___— 
obedience to the Soveraigne author'tie cf rhe Prince. : 

The practice 1s clearcly {cere in M. Knox his proceedings : for P,ugices uper 
after that by his Lecter , which we mentioned before, wrucen to the Tenets, 
Scotland, Anne 1 557, from Diepe, and otherwiſe, he had 'intuſed 
the above-named Principles into many, an Oath of Contederacie 
was taken amonylt them, and ſubſcription under their hands, to 
ſome agreement. This gave life to that tumultuarie Reformation, 
much (trength being added to it, by the concurrence of the Sacri- 
legious, hoping thus to fallow up the Church-Revenues ; which 
is more then certaine,was againſt Kex his mind, and the firſt Re- 
formers. As we deplore great loſſes the Church had by chis Refor- 
mation,and doe thanke God heartily for his admirable bountie and 
mercie-in the.good of Truth we got by it, yet we will never wrong 
Reformed Religion fo much, as to account. of that as an orderly 
Reformation; we denie nor, but it was attended with muck Sedt- 
ton, Fation, and Rebellion. 

Amo 1 558,without the authoritie of Soveraigntie,nay,without Orders of Re- 
the knowledge of it, theſe Confederates, at the direction of their formation, pre- 
Miniſterie , preſcribe Orders for Reformation of Religion to he _ rr = 
obſerved and practiſed throughout the whole Kingdome. See of —_ ws 
Knox Hiſt, p21 7,218. "_ 

They goe farther ; they writ an Imperious Letter tothe Religi. They! chawge 
ous Houſes, in the Name of the Congregation, commanding all of their adverſe 
them to remove. from thence againit ſuch a day, or then they read 
would eje them by force. Knox, 16, : 

Within very ſhort time after,a Parliament being holden by the They proceft a: 
Queen Regent, (Queen-Afaries Mother,and great Grand-mother gaizft King & 
tO Our gracious Soy no_ they wake a Protefiatior, Thar except *tament. 


Gy had their deſires, would goe on in their intended courſe 
a Reformation ; That veither they 


, nor any that joyned with 
E them, 
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them , ſhould incurre therefore any danger in Life, or Lands, or 
other C1vill Penalties ; and, That if any violence happened in pur» 
ſuit of thoſe matters, they ſhould thank themſelves. It is very ob- 
ſervable , they were all bound in that Confederacie, to aflit and 
{irengthen each other in that courle : See Knox Hift. pag. 256, 
Firlt , here you have the direction of the Minifterie: Next, you 
have a Contederacie, and Bond of mutuall defence: Thirdly, you 
have Orders and Decrees agreed upon,in common : Fourthly,you 
have Warrants iſſued out, to make or torce all to be put in execu- 
tion : Fifchly, you have a Proteſtation, and that a threatning one 
roo, againlt the Queene Regent and whole Parliament : Are thoſe 
things conſiftent with Monarchie ? What Scripture? what Father? 
what practice of the Church doth warrant ſuch a Reformation ? 
They contemns Come on, and you ſhall have them anon in open contemning 
SovergigneAn- SOveraigne Authoritiee The Queene Regent, to ſupprefle thele 
thorities beginnings, and to nip them in the bud, cites them to appeare at 
Stirling : They appeare not ; they are out-lawed : all men, under 
paine of Treaton, are inhibited ro affitt them- There 1s no obedt. 
ence, but all in the Confederacie adhere to them : I cannot, for my 
part, juttifie this Divinitie. 
2p wſurpe Prom Diſobedience and Contempt, they are guiltie of uſurping 
BoJab FEWer, the Royall Power: tor very ſhortly after, Anno 1 559. immediately 
after a Sermon preached by Knox in Samnt= Tohnftowne , at his ex- 
hortation and direction, they fall to the pulling downe of the Reli. 
vious Houſes, and \yithin two or three dayes equall three of them 
ro the ground. Can it appeare, that by Holy Writ or Reaſon ſuch 
Popular tumultuarie Reformations are warrantable ? Is it not in- 
rrinlecally inherent in the Crowne, or whereſoever Soveraigntic 
is fixed ? And fo they proceeded in Fife, Angas, Mornis, Strling, 
Lowthian, &c+ and through the whole Kingdome. See Knox Hift, 
f+263. Here were many good!y and rich Churches ſpoyled,robbed, 
and calt downe, 
Thej regoyres After this they difclaime! Soveraigne Authoritie, except it be as 
zheir lawfull they pleaſe, and have their deſires. The Queene Regent threatned 
Soveragnt. Samt=[obnfowne where this diſorder firlt was acted. They of the 
Confederacie writ to her in plane tearms; © That except She ſtaged 
* from that cruettie, they ſhon!d be compelled to take the Sword of juſt 
* defence, anti proteſted. That without the Reformation which they de- 
** fired,they would never be ſubjett to any mortall man.See Knox, p.265: 
More 
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More followed. By a Letter they cite all their Brethreh to re- They commend 

ire unto them : and that you may know, that their Letters were al! sbe Brother: 
Authoritative Commands, and that all the Authoritie is from the ©994 #0 bt aff 
mdependent Soveratgntte of the Church ; confider,how they write to © 
the Nobilitic,upon paine of Excommunication, to joyn with theme 
Knox #14. pag.268,269,272- 

How much this Eccleſialticall Soveraigntie did exalt it felfe a- T9 are obey- 
bove the Civill,is more then apparent in this, That when an Herald _—_— 
in his Coat of Armes,commanded all men under paine of Trealon |,q . 
eo return to their houles, by publique ſound of Trumper,in Glaſ7ow 
no man obeyed that Charge, but went forward co their Aſſociates, 
Habes confitentem reum, Knox, pag.274- 

They denounce Warre too, which was ever judged to be the pe- They denownee 
culiar ſpecitick prerogative of Soveraigntie : for they writ ro the are e 
Biſhops and Clergie, That except they deſiſted from dealing againſ} 157 averſe. 
them, they would with all force and power execmte jutt vengeance and " 
puniſhment upou them ; and, that i world begin the ſame Warre 
which God commanded Iſrael to execute againſt the Canaaniter. 

Which manner of proceeding , they tearmed a reſiſting of the 
Enemies. Knox Hift. p.275,276- 

The poore Queene Regent was brought to an Accommodation, They will beere 
and the A_—_ at Saint. 7ohnſtowne was diſmiſſed : But there of zo Peace,bus 
parting.they entred into a * League by Oath, That if any one Mem- into 4 
ber of their Congregation (this in * S cab Is celefia) _— pn 
ſbonld be troubled they ſhould all concyrre,afſiſt,and comvent againe to. * This is > 
gether, for the defence of the ſame: Knox) Pag.28 3» bike a Clauſe n 

The Queene Regent finding this Soveraigntie over. beare Her's, #** {te horrid 
and the Peace of the Kingdome ſhaken; by a Neclaration publiſhed — 
and preclaimed , teltified her delire of Peace , and deſcended 5 
much, that really it was onely a Requeſt ': They {corned it, would 
none of it,confuted it by another,d:d exhort thoſe of their Faftion 
to exconrage themſelves in the Lord, to ſtand upon their guard, like 
fo the re-builders of Jeruſalem and the Temple,with the Sword in 
one hand, and the Bible in another; wherein they gave the Queene 
many times the * Lye, and abuſed her with reproachfull and contn. * Not much 
meljous-ſpeeches. The SubjeRs that continue their obedierce, are #Uke the wn- 
honoured with no better tearme, then to be called the Qneenes _ language 
Fafltion. You may reade this at leyſure and pleaſure in Knox Hr. nas 


ſtarie, pag+330, 33 3, 362, 364: Nay,they renounce their obedience r4igne in theſe 
% E 32 unto 7 im1c4, 


— 


7 wty depoſe the 
Pruecne Regent, 


The Author's 
modeſt opinion 


of that is called 


ibe firſt Refor- 
meaiion of 
ScoVand. 
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unto Her, proteſted, That whoſoever ſhonld take Her part, ſhould be 


puniſhed as T raytors, whenſoever God ſhoxld put the Sword of Jaftice 


into their hands, Knox Hilt. p.364. 

At laſt they riſc to the htygheſt pitch of Rebellion, and Anno 
1560 they depoſe the Queene Regent the predetermination being 
given, That it was lawtull for them ro doe fo, by M. Knox and 
M. Wilcocks, This is upon Record yet in that Kingdome , and ig 
ſet downe by M. Knox himſelte, Ht. pag-372, 378. And it is ob. 
ſervable, that the Queene,if 1 remember right,lived but a month, 
or little more, after this pious act, 

Some will now fay, that I ſpeake too hardly of our firſt Refor. 
mers and Reformation, and would know what is my opinion of 
them and it- To deale clearely ; God is my witneſle, I am no 
P«p:#, but doe abhorre Poperie as much as any ; and that 1am no 
Paritan,the other partie will witneſle for me : I am beund to ſpeak 
the truth in my heart ; and to give ſome ſatisfaction, I ſay, Firſt, 
as I am able, I blefſe and prayſe God molt heartily, that we were 
delivered from the Popes Tyrannie » and that grofſe e-£gyprian 
darkneſſe we were under : whic! I aſcribe to the admirable wile. 
dome and infinitely tranſcendent goodnelſe of God. Next,l leave 
the men to God's mercie ; but for the manner of proceeding,the 
way they tooke, I dare nor, I will not approve it : but will ſay with 
Jacob , in conſiliums eorum ne veniat anima mea. Thirdly , 1 dayly 
heartily beyalle that, that too too much Idolized Reformation, in 
an exceſſive hatred againſt Poperie, did rurrtoo much to the other 


- extreame; that the goodly Order and Government of the Church 


was ſhouldered out ; the publique ſervice and worſhip of God, 
with it's dec2ncie, reverence, and come.inefſe, was mnci defaced; 
diigraced ; That goodly, ttately, and rich Churches, were abuſed; 
yobbed, and equalled to the ground ; and, that the Church. 
Parrimonie was dilapidated : and yet this was not ſo much done 
by the firſt cal.ed Reformers, as by their Diſciples, Eras parentum 
pejor avis, 

Ir feareth me, beſides that God is puniſhing our preſent finnes, 
that by this Scourge,which is gilded with the ſpecious,but ſpurious 
compellation of a glorious thorow, ſecond Reformation, he is in the 
{ame juſtice puniſhing the finnes of that firft Reformation. For 
my part I judye verily , that Ci;urch had never an orderly and 


warrantable Retormation, till it was happily begun and _—_ 
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The.Generall Aſcemblie, 
King Jamer,when he tooke the Government in his own hands, 


ind was like to come to a great perfection under the Government 
of our moſt gracious Soveraigne King Charles : Although I dente 


not, but the ſeeds of Truth, ſowne by Hamilton, Wiſe-heart Mine, - 


and others, who before Knox his time did preach Truth , caſt 
downe the errors of Rome in the peoples hearts, were farre from 
ſirring up the ſubjects again(t lawfull Auchoritiez.and like the an- 
cient Martyrs,did ſuffer patiently,and ſeale the Truth of the Goſpel 
with their bloud- It K»ox and his Complices had kept in this way, 
Ham certaine that Church had beene more happyznor had we ſeen 
ach Robberie and detormicie in the Church. Sure I am, great, 
many, and more then ordinarie ſinnes in them, and us, and our 
fore-fathers, have brought us to be plunged in thoſe almoſt in« 
extricable miſeries : and rill ye proportionably repent» we cannot 
looke to lee better dayes 3 what is diſ-joynted in State ſer aright, 
and the beautie of God's Houſe re(tored : which God of his mercie 
orant to us, for his onely Sonne Jeſus Chritft. 

By what 1s faid, it appeares ſutficiently, that this Spirituall S9- 
verargntie is farre above the King's Crowne : and what we under- 
tooke, to make their practices prove their Tenets, is more then 
evident ; onely one thing relts to be proved , That this Sove- 
raigntie may authorize any and every private man to doe to the 
utmoſt of their power tor the Reformation of Religion, to plun- 
cer, kill, &c. 


vir, I referre you to M- Kzox Hiſtorie of the Church of Scot- Praﬀzice of miſ- 
chiefe done by 


nd, pag-143,1441145.vhere relating how Cardinall Beaton, Arch- 


29. 


biſhop of S, Andrew's, (a man whom I juRtifie nor, neicher com- #7174 en, 


and commended 


mend much ) was killed by Normas Leſley, Fohn Leſley, Peter by thern, 


Carmichael, and James Melvil , in his owne houſe, the Caltle ot 
5. Andrew's, who were all onely private Gentlemen ; and if you 
will truſt Buchanan, the cauſe was, a jarre betwixt Norman Leſley 
and the Cardinall,upon Kex his faith; the quarrell was,the killing 
of M. George W:ſe-heart (a good man undoubtedly.) The Cardt- 
tall could have no mercy.although he cryed pittifully for it, ſaying, 
Tama Prieſt, ye will not flay me : Knoxl fay, relating this hiftorie, 
commends the fact of James Aetvil, killing him with grave and 


pious words in his mouth,1s a godly fat. The ſumme of the forie 


53 when they entred the Cardinali's Chamber, with ſome fixteene 


or leventeene more, Tohn Leſley and Peter Carmichael fell violently: 


E 3 and 
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and paſſionately on him, but James Helv! with gravitie and pie. 
tie withdrew them, and faid : ** This worke and judgement of God, 
*© (although it be ſecret ) ought to be done with great gravitie. And 
* preſenting unto hing the poynt of the Sword, ſad, Repent thee of thy 
* former wicked life, but eſpecially of thy ſhedding of the blood of that 
** notable inſtrument of God, CM. George Wile-heart, which albe. 
© i the flame of fire conſumed before men, yet cryes it a ver geance up. 
* onthee , and wefrom God are ſent to revenge it, For here before my 
© God [ proteſt, that neither the hatred of thy Perſon, the loveof thy 
* Riches, nor the feare of any trouble then couldeſi have done ta me 
& in particular, moved , or moveth me to ſtrike thee : but orely be. 
** cauſe thou haſt beene and rcemaineſt an obſtinate enemy againſt Chriſ 
* Teſns and his holy Gofpel, And ihe meeke man of Gol, asheiy 
there tearmed{irucke him twice or thrice thorow with a Nog- 
fyord ; and he fell. I give all this, that Fames Metz! cid this in 
revenge of M. George Wiſe-heart , being ſlaine by the Cardinal; 
What Divinitie will warrant t!:is fat of 1:»es Helvil's to bea 
good and godly fa& (for ſo ic is noted inthe Margent) to a private 
man, to murther or kill thus 2 Prieſt , an Arch-biſhop of ſo high 
dignitie ? The reſu't of all is , he did it gravely, in cold blood, 
rold him ſo mach, that he was {ert- trom God , he had no private 
end ; the motive ſtirred him upto this godly fat, was » Thathe 
had beene , and remained at that time an enemy to Jelus Chriſt, 
and his holy Goſpel ; he exhorred him to repentance, and for all 
bis great ſinres,as Knox writes the ſtorie, he allowed him no more 
time, but ſo much as wes ſpent in his godly Counlaile: for imme- 
diately after he was twice thruſt tnorow, But thoſe Seraphicall 
Doctors know , Weſcit tarda molimina Spiritus Santtus ; and the 
Spirit can worke ſuddenly , /uter 0s & offam, [nter Pont:m& 
Fomtems , eſpecially where and when they are ſent of God ro doe 
ſuch great good works : But ahis is proteſtat io contra fattum, Whats 
ever M. Melvil ſaid in his Proteſtation, Kzox doth witneſſe , that 
the Cardinall being murthered , they ſeized upon the Arrilterie ard 
Ammunition, wherewnh that Fortreſſe was plentifully furniſhed , and 
likewiſe upon the rich hangings , houſhold-ſtuffe of all forts , apparel, 
Copes, Jewels, ornaments of Churches, great ſtore of Gold and Silvers 
Plate, beſides no ſmall quantitie of hoy in readie Coyne. 

I could inſtance ſome practices abou: ttime of the Parti 


ment, in 4» 1621, commonly called the Marqueſſe of Hamil. 
zow'! 
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wi; Parliament, but becauſe that will ohely refle&t upon ſome par- 
cular perſons, I paiſe it willingly and wittingly- 

It is molt certaine, when the pious and learned DoRors of 4. 
herdene did demand of the Parriarches of this late Covenant 3 
Why they did not by Preaching, Printing, Cenſuring , or ſcme re- 
all deed, expreſſe their dereltation of that horrid tact done by the 
Raſcally-rout of Edenburgh the 23 of [xly, 1637, where at the 
firlt reading of the Service there , a great many Biſhops being in 
the Cathedrall Church, the Serving-women roſe barbarouſly with» 
in the Churc'1,. d1d throw their [tooles at the Biſhop of the place3 
& the Dean who was officiating, did cry out molt horribly,that the 
Major, Aldermen, and others within, could hardly compote it for a 
long time z and the worlt and baſett of the People,who were with- 
ont, did throw in great ones at the Glafſe-windowes, the doores 
being hut : After the arifny of the commotion, to prevent more 
tumult and danger, and when Service and Sermon were done, the 
Biſhops, Major, & Aldermen, going home with the Lord Chancel- 
lour,and ſome Bs. attending his Grace, the Biſhop , and Deane of 
Edenbargh,with others, were wel-nigh Roned in the fixeets : when 
I ſay, 1t was demanded of theſe Apoſtles, Why they did not con- 
demne this unchriſtian Barbarous out-rage , voyd of Pietie and 


Reaſon, and without any example in the Chriſtian Church ? the 


ſamme of their anſwer was, and to this day is, That ſuch a zealous 
people: were to be left ro their owne warrand , they knety not by 
what Spirit they were governed, God worketh great workes many 
times by baſeſt meanes : and yet thoſe Nobles they ipeake of, thoſe 
zealous, thoſe intelligent and knowing Chriſtians (whereof many 
of them in Edenbargh were knowne Coale-ftealers and Whores) 
were the firft attrve inſtruments m this glorious Reformation. 1 con- 
eſſe, this Divinitie 1s ſo tranſcendent and Metaphyſficall, that it 
exceeds my capacitie, and is fo fruitfull upon any occaſion to work 
all or the greateſt of mil-chiefes, that I doe not ſee how It can con- 
bt with peace or fafetie of King , Kingdome , Church, or of any 
entruſted with greatett trult in Church or State: I belecve,any ra» 
tlonall man may ſee by this, how ſuperlatively this fpirituall $igno. 
rie is above King and Royall Soveraivntic. And that this Govern. 
ment-Ecc'cfia(ticall is inconfiſtent with Monarehie, with the Peace 
of a Kinydome , and is or may be in time a Mother and Nutfe 
ef axmnch Rebellion and Treaton as any Jeluitime of the Hi gheft 

Ye; 
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dye, if not more. Certainly Rome, alchough a Whore z and hath a 
cup of abomination in her hand, is not ſo bad nor ſo abominable , 
I prey God to keepe all good Chriſtians cleane of both, 
Let us goe on ; In Faith, Worſhip , and all ſpiritual] things they 
vindicate to themſelves ſuch a Soveraigntie , that King , Cogncel/ 
Parliament, nay, all together,mult not touch the Scepter of Chrilt; 
they are to Determine, Detine, take Cogniſance, Accuſe, Sentence, 
Puniſh ; neither King, nor King and Councell, nor King and Par. 
liamenr, muſt aſſume power here ; for otherivile, it 1s to intrude 
upon Chriſt and his Right- 
When they de This Soveraigntic is of fo high a fraine, fo large an extent, that 
mand the Roy when they have decreed any thing in this ſupreame infallible Judi- 
CONDO catorie , that they may have the berter obedience ro demand the 
crees. it is oxe.. King and Parliament's approbation ; This is not demanded as a 
ty ax aft of thing arbitrarie , which the King and Parliament may doezor not 
courreſie, doe; or leaving it to His Royall judgement, with the advice of His 
Parliament, to qualifie or rectihe their Decrees and Orders : No, 
no truely; that isz to betray the truſt Chritt hath given them: they 
need not ſupplicate or Petition for it ; it is in them bur an a&of 
courteſie,to ſhe dutifull obedience. And if the King and Parlia. 
ment will not grant it » they are armed ivith as much power from 
Heavenzas to force them to doe it, by Excommunication, and ma- 
king all good Chriſtians joyne with them in God's Cauſe. 
Some may thinke , 1 ſpeake liberally ; God forbid I ſhould 
doe it : IF any defire to know more 1n thig particular , let him 
reade the Scorh Pope's Sermon , Preached at Weſtmirfter , and 
Printed by Order of the Houſe : I will not ſpend Time and 
Paper, tocite his words, which giveth to the King no more 
Authoritie then this z To approve by his ſabſcription, what the 
Presbyters have Decreed. But to make this appeare , 1 give you 
ſome unanſwerable Reaſons : Firſt, Ir is certaine, in Scotland 
M. Knox and his Complices ſet on their Reformation , with- 
out the Queene, or Queene Regents Authoritie , or the Au- 
thoritie of Parliament. For Ano 1558, they made their Con- 
tederacie , gave out their Orders for Reformation, through- 
An inflaxnce, Out the whole Kingdome * Arno 1559, they Acted their Re- 
2nn0 1559, formation , by caſting downe Churches, Abbeyes, &c. caſting 

out Prieſts, Fryers, &c- and all this, by their owne radicall and 
criginall power. Queene Afar), their true and layfull — 
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did authorize them in nothing ; ſhee was chen in Frexce. The 
Queene Dowager , Queene Regent, King /ames the hifth's W1- 
dow, having the Soveraigntie by fiduciarie trult , in regard of the 
abſence ol the Queene her Daughter , did not authorize it z nay, 
ſhe did by her Authoritie oppole it , contradict it, came in Armes 
againſt it. The Parliament was not till the yeare 1560, (how hol- 
den for the preſent I cannot tell) but in chat Parliament they ſet 
out a Conteſſion of Faith, reformed Religion : bur when they tent 
to the King an: Qucene beyond Seas (Queene Mary was then 
married to Francs the ſecond in France) toconfirme or ratifte the 
Acts thereof, they denyed. When intelligerce was given to the 
Confederates, they protefſed , they little regarded the denyall of 
King and Q:eene; for, lay they,(Knox F:ft.p.500.) 4ll we did,was 
rather to ſh.w our dutifull obedrence , then to beg of them any ſtrength 
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Another in this kind you have ; In Anzo 1 571, King /ames then Another jn- 
being King, and the Erle of Marre being Regent, an Aﬀſembly was Faxce, aans 
holden at Zeithy where, by the Order ot the Aſſembly, and Ordi. *577+ 


nance of the Regent and Councell, ſome Commitſoners were ap- 
poynted from che Regen and Councell, and ſome from the gene- 
rall Aſſembly, to condefcend upon a Plat-forme of Diſciplme, which 
was agreed to on both ſides. The Platform is, That the Government 
of the Church ſhall be by Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops, Deanes and Chap- 
ters,8&c.the order and courle of all their Nomination, Election, &c- 
s uſt conform to this in Erg/and at this day, & as it was in Scotland 
before this late pretended Reformation, being indeed bur the 
Churches deformations That Plar-forme was enrolled in the 
Courcell-Books of tl-at Kingdome , and ſtands there to this day : 
This I know certainly, and it I be not deceived , and almolt 1 dare 
ay it, except they have wrunged their molt famous and their moſt 
ancient Courcells, the ſame 15 upon Record in the Generall Aſem. 
bly Bookes, 

Give me leave to tell ycu by the way one thing, that the Nega- 
twe Fanh, which is fine rug, ſine maſen/d , was framed anno 1 580, 
and it is believed , that in that Negative Faith, Epiſcepacy is abju- 
red as Antichriſtian ; yer az” 1581, this ſame Goverrment is re- 
newed, ratified, and ordained to continue corftant , and not to be 
changed, ill His Majeftie come to perfeRt age, and to be kept cr 
changed then only in what He = His great Ccurcell, the Parlia. 

ment, 
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ment, ſhall thinke fit,and not otherwiſe. Before this, the King His 
Houſhold and Councell had ſnbſcribed the Negative Faith ; can a- 
ny man, not voyd of judgement and diicretion, thinke , that the 
King, His Houſhold and Councell, in ſublccibing ic,did jadge Epil- 
copacie Popiſh and Antichriſtian ? 

Next, it is worth your notice taking , that as I honour the go5d 
parts which were in K»ox and his fellow-labourers,I never accoun- 
red them as Apoltles , men ſecured from error ; yer I will ay o 
mach for their juſtification, Taat they were greater Enemies to 
Sacriledge then their afrer-diſciples ; and.yere not againtt the Or- 
der of Epiſcopacie , as Popiſh and Antichriftian, as M. Andrew 
Aﬀfelvil and his diſciples after.,vagd maintained. N vr were they (© 
fooliſh,to ſecludeall Churc1-men from voyce inParliament ; on + 
ty their deſire was, That leeing the Popiſh Bulhops were allo;ye1to 
enjoy their Benefices & Rents during their life time(this was more 
then our charitable glorious Reformers allowed to their Proteftant 
Biſhops no.v) with all other 2civiledyes, except Spiritual juriſdt. 
con, that they ſhould not fit in Parliament as the repr-ſentative of 
the Church ; but in their places, ſhould ke the Superintendents an4 
Commiſſioners of the Church : Waich ineed were ſomewhat like to 
Biſhops, but relembled more Arc'-Pcesbyters then Biſhops, 

To returne againe thither from whence we digreſſed; after that 


their Diſcipline this Plat-forme of Diicipline was lo agreed and eſtabliſhed, as ne 
by themſelves. 114 before M. Andrew Melvil comes to Scotland about the yeares 


1574 0r 75, #ltra citra. This man, a good Hebrician and Linguilt, 
and tu!l of the Geneva Talmud, which was now more refined , be. 
ginneth to ſet PresHyterian Diſcipline higher ; ro make a ſecond 
Booke of Policie, or devout [Imaginatiois, acknowledgerh nn more 
Orders inthe Cnurch, then the toure above-named. A Biſhop yas 
m7 more in Scripture, but the fame identically with Presbvter ; and 
where Abvors and Priors to his time were nominated and admit- 
cc d tothe Abbyes and Priories as Church-men, gave their trial!s, 
and vere collated (as they ſpeake) by the Super-intendents : This 
vreat DoRor found cut another D1vinitie, Thar therg .ivas no Bi- 
thep but a Pariſh-Prielt 3 Scripture for Abbots and Priors , there 
werc nore !uch in God's Booke. At this time, and 'rom that, they 
call Reformaticn t- this time; there was no Biſhoprick nor Abbcy 
amnexed to the Crowne, and conſequently , not ir:zpropriate io a- 


py Subject. It is true, Lay-men held them in c6/:-me44,im, by the 
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King's gift, but as menable rodoe the King and Church good fer- 
vice 3 and betore their right could be compleated or perfected,they 
were Loreturpeto the King from the Super-intendent a Collation 
or Certificate, That he was of that abilitie , to doe good lervice to 
the King and Church. Men facrilegiouſly diſpoſed , graſped yree- 
dily ch1s Doctrine, and thanked God that their rames , as Abbots 
and Priors,were not in the Booke of God: And to have theſe Church- 
livings and dignities, with Biſhopricks annexed to the Crowne, 
and from thence to impropriate them to them and their heires, 
they deified M. 44elv:l, and contributed their heft wits and utter- 
molt power co rayle Pres5yteriall Government higher. And by 
the ſole Arthoritic of that they call the Church they bc gan, without 
the King, Councell or Parliament's conſent or Authoritie , .to dt- 
{tibute the who.e Kivgdome into ſo many Presbyteries , as they 
the ughr fir in their dilcretion , and by the direction of the holy 
Spicir, as they blaſphemouſly ul Ame | , and did procure priva'e 
ſub criptionsto their new Booke of Policie, and put ut inpractice. 
They will more readily beleeve this, who know that in Exg/ard t! e 
diſerplmarians in London-mectings debated & eſtabliſhed their Or 
ders in ſecret and not warrantable Convemicles,& much about the 
ſage time ; and great correſpondence was enterrained betwixt the 
Scot and the Engiſh at that time. How that booke of Diſcipline 
was practiſed without any authoricie in Surrey and Northamprone 
frre, and other places, is knowne well enough. 

Now, I appeale to my judicious Readcrs, ro judge, when withour 
Authoritie, by their owne inherent radicall Right, they make Or- 
ders, Reforme, Eſtablith a Diſcipline ; Whether theſe men ima. 
gine, that the concurrence of Chriſtian Authoritie Soveraigne is 
abl lute neceſſarie , or that their demand is any thing elſe but an 
act of courtehe, when by themlelvs and affiftants they may eſtabliſh 
and practiſe it ? 
| This Second booke of Policie, Maſter CMelvils Reformation, 
is the Epocha of our ſecond Reformation, The fruits of which I will 
tell you, were the Annexation of all Biſhopricks , Abbeyes, 
P ><" , &c- to che Crowne ; which was effectuated,, Anne 
I 587, 

IF you will caſt your eyes upon the third glorious Reforma. 
Hom y that makes the Popes knees ſhake like Be/hexzars , 
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when he did ſee the handwriting on the Wall , (that is, if wewill 


_ truely , 'this (as I faid before) deformation, which is the 
iſgrace of reformed Catholike Religion , and whicn threatneth 
Church and Religion, King and Kingdome with ruine ) you will 
f6n1 theſe men have ſung anote above Ela, have ordered and pra. 
tiled more then all that went before them ; Han movere nolo Ca- 
»1xrinzn : T hope a better witzand more elegant and eloquent pen, 
(hall ſometime Anatomile this Monſter , an fo lay tt open to the 
view of the world, that it ſhall appeare to be no true brood of the 
Reformed Catholike Proteftant Religion. 

Secondly, another argument to prove, that this Sup2rlative $1. 
reraigntie i ſþproualibes, hath all its moſt naturall Subjects at its 
devotion and obedience, is this : That what they command tobe 
Preached, mult ſound alike in all their Synagognes ; And wholoe. 
verhe be that is the Miniſter of the Kings Family,he mult Preach 
the ſame * There is no co. equal, corrivall, or co-ordinate power, 
that can doe ſo much as mrercedere, make the leatt ſort of crofling, 
oppoling or interpofing Is it not knowne, that the Kigs Ainiſter 
in Scotland , at the direction of this Conclave, when His Councell 
hare beene to meet frequently for Treatie with Ambaſſadours 
from forraine Kinys ; upon the Lord's Day , or Week-dayes Ser- 
non before the meeting , wen m-ppnoiae, in great freedoms of the Spr. 
144, hath told him all the Counſel! of God trom Heaven, with a de« 
runciation of Judgements,if he fverve from it 2 And ib the King 
had gone to the Church of Edexbwgh, a Beardlefle boy had told 
him more ſound wiſedome from Heaven, how to article and con- 
C:udein matters of Higheſt concernment betwixt him and Sparze, 
or hiumand Frexce, then all the wiſeft Counceliours and greatelt 
Nobles in the Land : and this forfooth nwult be the King and 
Councel's Rule. 

Thirdly, doe they not challenge to themſelves the fole power to 
appoynt publike Fafts , to give the reaſons of it, which ordinarily 
are, That Gods judgements are incumbent and imminent upon 
Church and Kingdome, for the [innes of the Governour and Go- 
verpours , and thatthe Government is amifle ? And the conſe- 
quent or effect of theſe Fafts, is too too freequently and ordina- 
raly ome Commotion , Seditton , Rebellion , or at lkatt , ſome 
change of Courr, Counccl, or Sefſ1on.. 

HY 1 cannot 
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Vcznnot here paſſe by a ſtorie as true as ſtrange. While King A ftrange af- 
James was in Scotland , two French Ambaſſadours had remainedfrone of to 
ſome moneths there with Him : being ready to depart , and take X'ng James. 
their leave of the King , the King for His owne and the French 

Kinys yreater Honour , ſent ona Saturday for the Major and Al- 

dermen of Edenburgh, commanding them the very next Monda 

to Fealt the French Ambaſſadours : The Miniſters of Edenbwroh, 

toaFront the King, and the King of France too, on Sunday inter- 

yening indict a {o;emne Falt to bz kept to morrow , on Monday, 

the day appoynted the Saturday hefore by His Majeltte, for the en- 

tertainment of the Ambaſſabours. The Magiſtrates of Edenburgh 

proudly contemne the Command of the ſupreame Spiritual. Poiy= 

ers, and out of carra'l afte:tion, feat the King and the French 
Ambaſſadours Royally and Nobly on Monday ; when the Mini. 

ters and the yood Chriltians of Edenbwrgh falt, the King, the Am- 

baſſadours, and Mayiltrates of Edexburgh teaſt : 6 facings horre:- 


am ! But toavert Gods judgement frcm the Land , the Mayor 


an] Aldermen were cited & convented{(here was ſome fayour,that 

the King and Ambaſſadours vere not ; but I will tell you, it was 

partialitie and corruption z for ſome of the Miniſters were the k 
Kings Penſioners, and this kept the King free ) to be cenſured for 

their high Scandall, iv contemning to ſolemne a Faſt. There was 

much worke : but the King , who was the c"'ete and almolt .fole 
tranſprefſour, with interpoſed delayes , and much ſollicitation and 

v+0 gg , tooke off the edye of their zeale, an! the pu. ſur 

ceaſed, 

' Fourthly, That this Afſembly is Soveraigne in «/f Spiritxalr, ad. None Preacb- 
mits no Co-ordinate or C5-equall poxec, tarre lefle a ſuperior, is is 7 a—_ ” 
ckere in this; That if any Preacher be charged before King or =__ _— 
Coyrcell for any offence to be puniſhed, if they in apy-caſe can * 

cloathe it with a Spiritual! reſpect, or-circumitanuate it 1o, that it 

may be qualified for the Spirituall High Sazhedrim , the partie ci. 

ted and convented may and ought to appeale to the General Afſem- 

bly, .as to the Juoge competent : M. Andrew CMelunl , if 1 be not 
d&ceived, was the firſt Spirituall Councellour of Lav , that taught 

this way--It is certaine, that what they Preach in Pulpit is not cen- 

larable by King, Parliament, nor Councell,or any Judge or Judica- 

torie elſe : There be two reaſons for it ; One is, that, Spiritzes Pree 

Phetarum ſubjetti Prophetis , the Spirit of the Pxaphees are lab;jet 
j F. PBs Lo 
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tothe Prophets onely, 1 Cor, 14+ The other is , Whilſt men arg 
there in that infallible Pulpit , thcy arc (as chey boalt it, ruied by 
ſome tupertor gocd Spirit, and they dare not blame or condemne 
them, leit they thou!d offend and linne againſt the Spirkc ; and fo, 
altrovgh a wan Preach downe-right Treaton, it it be in this yu 
he is priviledged, Ir 1s knoiwne, and, J hope, yet remembred, that 
ater King Jamerof bleſſed mcemoris, are 1584 made many good 
Laweg to curhe the Infolencic of M'niitzrs, di by Scatute and AR 
of Pariiament dec/are His Supremacie over Eccieha(ticall Perfony 
and Cauſes ; condemne all Judica!cries in uſe , wich were not 

his owne Authoritic eftablithed ; (He meaned the Presbyreriall) 
That the Miniſters then did itportune ©/1e King ro repeale them z 
And when that wou'd not doe , did city not fail at lalt into o 

raylivg againſt him in Pulpit , as a» eneme r8 Chriſt and Vii King. 
vome ? They diſperſed through the Kingdome infamous Libelis 4. 
gainſt His Perſan and Royall Honour; they branded tm as an A- 
poltare from the Truth, and reviſed Him as an oft-'pring of the 
crue!! and bloondie Houle cf Guiſe. This forced the King to put 
out a Neclaration , aro 1585, in Print, yer extant, 0 vindicate 
Himſcife.and His Honour tram that unchriftizn and more chen 


diſloya!l calumnies. Ator abour the very ſame cime, ſome tuyjitive 
Minifters out of Scorland,pretendiny they were perſecuted, did 1n the 


Pulpits of London, with their foule mouths, rayle againit His Mg. 
zeitie, rhe witett and learned(t of Kings ; fornat the Srerſh Am. 
hafſadour was forced ro complaine to Queene E/izab:rh of itt Her 
Majettie gave preſent Orders to the Lorc Zilhop ot Londen thento 
ſilence all the Scotiſh Preachers theres 

Now, that this Savþrdries iy ovely comperent Judge in Sprritwde 
libzs, and that one convenre\l be ore King 49d Councell , may de- 
cline his and the Councel's Authoricie , a1:/:0ugh he hath Preached 
Treaſon. appeareth cleerly : Firtt, if this {4.1 ror beene an ordina- 
riepraQice before this tume ; what neede:!; the making of that Act 
of Parliament, ammo 1534, deciaring ir Trealon in all time to come 
codccline the Power and Jurisdiction of the King and His Coun- 
cell > Secondly , has not James Grbſen,, Miniſter at Pencanland, 
witneſſed tor, or againtt himſelfe rather, in this cate in Print ; who 
publikely in his Preachipgs compared His Majeitie unto Jeroboam, 
told Him He ſhould be the laft of His Race , reproached Him as4 
Pertecutor ; and much more of this zealops liuffe : who being cop 
venced before the King & Counce!,& accuſed of thoſe pious crimes 


| 
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he tyirh that bol{neſſe which becommeth his Order; juſtifiedall, fay- 
ing tO His Majeltie; As long as you maintaine theſe curſed Alts of 
1584, the tyranme of Biſhops Jou are a Perſecutor : And addes, T hat as 
Jeroboam for rhe leading of the people of Iirael from the Lawes of the 
houſe of Judal1,au4 from the true worſhip of God,was rooted out, he and 
all his poſternie; ſo ſhm'd the King ( if He continued in that wicked 
courſe, maintaming thoſe wicked atts againſt God) be rooted ont , and 

conclude the Race. Muc') more to the like purpoſe was faid,& if any 

look upon the Pcivie- Councell books of the Kingdom of Scotland, 

he will find this a truth, He was convented 27 December,anns 1585. 
This man was an Oracle conlulted,& gave his anſer in Copprnger, 

Arthington, and Hacksr's extraordinarie motion, which ftorie you 

know better then I. 

M- Black, Minilter of S, Andrew's, was convented too before the 
King and Councell about the ſame time, who appealed from King 
and Councell ts the Pretbyterie or Generall Aſſemblie ; this laſt had 
_ againit hoth King and Queen : There was a great buſineſſe 

the two mens appeales, theic Brethren ſided ſo much with 
them,that the King had coomuch to doe : Ar laſt, out of more then 
warrantable indulgerce , His Majeſtie was content to inſiſt no far- 
ther againſt them before His Councell, bur remit their Cenſure to 
the General Aſſemblie it ſelfe + before which it was cleerly proved, 
that in Pulpit theyhad ſpoken reproachtull & Treaſonable ſpeeches 3 
yet cou!d the King,by no power or intreatie,obtaine of them to 1n- 
flick any puniſhment upon them, hecaule faid they , They knew 0: 
with what Spirit they were over-ruled. 

Iwill ſhut upthis poynt with one inftance more then ſufficient to 
make the truth of what I ay tc appeare. Before K, [am:5came to the 
Crowne of Eng/and, it was or linar'e in Sco:land to have a Generall 
Aſſembly once a yeare, & oftner pro re nat4, upon any great exigent» 
The lait which was kept during His Majetties abode there,vwas amo 
I602.In the cloſe of yhich,the next enſuing was appoynted to be at 
Aberdine, anno 1603 in the ixerim the King 'uc: ___ to Q. E124 
beth & heing in E:21a:4 He was fo muc't taken up with the atfaires 
ofthe King ſom,thar He was necethcaced co layafide thoſe concern- 
ed Seorland, & for tis reaion His Majeltie thought ic hit to adjourn 
the Aſſembly/unto wich he hal a ſpeciall 2ye,know'ng their rar. 
bulent diſp»ition.& experienc'din it vnil't he yas preſent am95"2't 
them)ro the nexrSummer,in #F:1504. W'.en the time appIi'te1was 
come,His Majeltics more weighty afaices not ſuffring him co t!nk 
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. and en;oyed their owne,or at leaſt as yood, if nor better Beneep 


nvpen the Aſſemblier buſineſſe, He gave order to Prorogate 1t to a. 
nother and longer day 3 which was accordingly done by publike 
Preclamation, authorized by His Honourable Privie Councell of 
that Kingdome. Notwithſtanding all which , ſome Tharteene or 
Foureteene Godly zealcus Brethren mult needs meet at Aberdexe, 
at the day appoynred for the Aſſembly : They eſtabliſhed and for. 
malized the Judicatorie, by conltitnting a Moderator , a Clerk, 
apd other eilentiall Members of the Court. The Lords of the 
Councell underſtanding this contempt , ſent a Gentleman of good 
qualitie and place , with an Herault at Armes , to diſcharge and 
<ilolve their meeting» The Commiſſioner and Herault were en. 
rertained with as much reſpect, as before they had given reverence 
to the Preclamation,ifſued-out by the Soveraign Authoritie of the 
King , with the advice of His Honourable Privie-Councell. The 
Holy Fathers in the greet Sanhedrim protelled and protefſed, That 
in Conſcience and Dutie to Almightie God , they were bound to 
preſerve the Churches right , and conld not , would not , give 
way to that power the King Sacrilegicuſly uſurped, which _— 
ly and natively belonged to the Charch virtuall,che Aſſembly. They 
kept and cortinued the Afſembly ſome dayes, and finding that no 
more of the t:oly Brother-hood came to joyne with them , they 
diſſolved ; and to preſerve the holy right of the Church , appoyn- 
ted the time and place of meeting for the next Aſſembly. The 
Xirg hearing this, gave order to His Privie-Councell to cite and 
convent them before chem , and to puniſh this Hiy9 contempt: 
The more zealous C hampior.s of the Lord of Hoſts appeared , and 
with an urdaurted ccurage gave in to the Lords of Councell 4 
Proteſtation, a Declinator trom the Kings Councell, and appealed 
ro the next Generall Aſſembly, as the ſole and competent Judge in 
this Caſe and Cauſe. The Kinyzs Atturney or Advocate, by Order 
from the Courcell-Table, was ordained to purſue them criminally 
before the Lord Juſtice Generall,and that upon the Act of Parls- 
ment mer.tioned before, 40 1584; upon which Order , rhe one 
halfe confeſſed their fault, and eaſily made their Peace , andobrar 
ned pardon. The Zelots vere convicted of Treaſon, 4d T errorem 
& excmplums, more then for any other end or reſpect ; and onely 
baniſhed the Kirgceme : Of whom, the woft part thereafter, up- 
on confeſſien and tubmiſſion, were pardoned , came home , It 


The Qenerall A femb lie, - 1 


— 


REAPER T3 


Fhe Generall Agemblic, 


Are theſe chings conſiltent with Monarchie , or the obedience is 
due to Soveraigntie and its Highelt Courts ? 


.  Soabfolwe and uncontroleable is this High Celeftiall Court, The Sov 
that it commandeth Conſcience and Soule , diipoſerh of Body and tie Ecelefs 


EGate in the poynt of Religion , that if you conforme not in all, £4 Tyrant 
geth over _ 

- . fat , cience', Body, 

leration can be allowed,vhere this Soveraigntie domineereth. And. EBate, y, 


neither Soule nor Bodie, nor Eftate can be in Peace ; nay, no tol- 


to make this power of the larger extent, it 1s certaine , their Faith 
and things neceſſarie to Salvation, are of greater latitude then that 
of the Councell of Trent. 

If any doth nor, after a lictle time granted for.informationcon= 
forme an4 ſubſcribe ro their Confeſſion of Faith , (which is. more 
in negatives and deſtructives, then aftirmatives and poſitives) their 
tule of Government, their manner of Worſhip, and what elſe in 
theic opinion is neceſlarie to Salvation, (and in this I am ſure they 
aremore rigorous then ever God or Catholike Church was, for it 
you diſſent bur from them in a Theological Tenet,it is Hereſie)you 
are forthwith excommunicated, and grey over to the Divell : Af. 
ter which > upon the remonlirance of a Commilkoner from the 
Presbyterie to the Civill Judye, there is a Warrant from Supream 
Authoritie given out, to command you to conforme (this is diffe. 
rent from the Writ De excommmunicato capiendo )or then within few 
dayes to be put to the Horne (that is, Out-lawed.) Upon diſobedi« 
ence , the tender Conſcience not conforming , the Out-lawed's 
Eſtate moveable (Chattells we call it) become proper to the King. 
God knoweth , little of this benefit commeth to the King's The- 
faurer, but a Donater to the eſcheit, which ordinarily is the Con- 
victed's mortall Enemie, and for a little compoſition hath the righr 
made over, and hath the benefit of the eſcheir, If within a yeare 
and day he give not obedience and conformitie , | his whole Reve- 
nues and Rents of immoveable Goods forfeit ro the King during 
his life time : Some Enemie of his, or Favourite of the Theſau- 
rer's, obtain<th the King's Right , and the King hath little or no. 
thing of it. Here you have him (tript of all his Eftate moveable, 
immoveable. Yet here is not an end ; but {till upen Remonſlrance 
of the Prebyteries or Churches Commiſſioner, another \Vrir goeth 
out, which they call Letters of Caption (that is, if I miltake nor, 
the tanamount cf the Writ de Excommunicato capiendo) which is. 
Urected to all Sheriffs, Stuards, Provotts, Zayliffs, &c. to ſeize and 
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The Generall Aſgemblis, 
ſecure his Perſon whereſoever it may be apprehended, and to com: 
mit him to cloſe Priſon as a Rebell. If he skulk and hide himſelfe, 
then upon the ſame Remonſtrance goeth our a Writ, which there 
they cali Letters of [ntercommunmg (1 know nothing in the Lay 
like this) the intent is, that none of the Kings Subjects commune 
or conferre with him coram or perſonally, or by Letter or interpo. 
ſed Perſon keepe intelligence or correſpondence with him ; other- 
wiſe, the intercommuner is to be judged & reputed to be a Rehell 
of the ſame yui!tineſſe. You will be pleaſed to remember this,wyhen 
the Church requireth all theſe of the Civill Magiſtrate ( fo they 
are pleaſed to rerme Soveraigntie) he is bound to. grant them, 
Now, Ipray conlideryif this 1s not in many reſpects worſe then the 


Inquiſition ; when an opinion in a Theologicall Tenet, different \ 


from the affured faith of thoſe Gamalrels,may bring a man unto all 
thoſe troubles. Onely ro make amends for this , and to palliare 
their crueltie, they would faine perſivade us,that chis authoricative 
way preſerveth a Church from Herefie , Error , Stper{ticion and 
Schiſme, 

This Court is There is another practice of the power of this Court ; That for 
J udge —_ the glorie of God, torſooth , the honour of the King , the good 
ho Religion we” and preſervation of Church and Religion , it may aſſume to ir lelfe 
of fir and wor. o be Judge of what is Treaſon , what is notz who are fit Councel- 

thy Councellas lours tor a King,who nor. 
for a King. PraQtice is the moſt ſure infallible and cleare proofe and demon» 
ftration of power. I will give you one in the cale of Treaſon, that 
none dare to ſay itisa Lye, and which. can be made good by the 
authentique and publique Records of Parliament and Coun- 
cell of Scotland , and their owne Noble Atts of Generall 

Aſſemblie. 

When Kino James, about the ave of Joſias , (when in holy Writ 
it is recorded of Him , that He began to ſeeke the Lord with all 
His heart ) had raken the Government of the Kingdome in His 
owne hand ; and did Reigne and Rule with ſuch prudence wcom- 
parab'e, admirab'e, that none could juſtly except againft Him or 
His Government: yet ſuch was the relilefſe ambition of ſome,who 
could not with patience endure the truſt of others ,: eſpecially of 
that Noble worthie Eſme Duke of Lenox , His Majeſties rearelt 
Kinſman and higheſt Favonrite, and that juſtly for His moſt emi- 


nent Noble endowments. Theſe diſcontented Gentlemen put ” a 
oy reloinm 
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ceſolution to get the King into their hands and power,and to thruſt - 
cut that Noble Prirce, They waiched an opportunitie , when the 
King came to His ſport of hunting neare to Same Johrſtowne, with 
an ordinarie attendance, (the Noble Peere ſtaying with others 
at Edenbwrgh, tor the King and Kingdomes better (ervice) turpri- 
ſed him fearing no ill, ſerzed his perſon , carried him along to ite 
Caſtle of Ruthin, kept him ſo that rone could have acceſie to him, 
till he was forced to command the Duke of Lenox to depart the 
Kingdome , (which cur of zeale ard love tothe King hedid in 
Winter embarking at Dwnbritamme , came to France and dyed 
ſhortly aſter ) and to change all his ſervants they diſliked , and to 
ſurround him with themſelves and their owne. They kept their 


| Kirg incaptivitie the ſpace of nine moneths, ſuffering none to 


come at Him, but ſuch as they pleaſed. The Wiſe King put a good 
face upon a foule buſineſle, ſeemed to like well of them and their 
courſes, Nevertheleflſe, the belt and moſt knowing of SubjeRts 
grumbled exceedingly to lee their Prince ſo abuſed. The Conlpi- 
rators underlianding it , did adviſe npon the belt courſe to latishe 
the people,and to bring them to approve their way : They wrought 
with the chiefe Rulers of che Synagogue , and prevailed. Ac the 
next Gencrall Aſſemblie, they give in a Remonſrance tothem 
then fitting in Edexbargh, declaring the Extraordmarie reaſons that 
moved them to ſecure His Majeſties Perſon in the Caſtle of Ru- 
thin : their zeale to the Reformed Religion, which was in immi- 
nent and apparent danger by the practices of the Duke , who was 
lent trom France to Scotland, of purpoſe to corrupt the young 
King : their care to ſecure the King's Royall Perſon , whom the 
Duke intended to conveigh privately to Fraxce - their deſire to free 
the Subjects from the bleodie tyrannie and oppreſſion both of their 
lives and goods, by the maliticus diſpoſition and inſatiable avarice 
of thoſe who were about him, and over-ruled him ; and a great 
manic mcre ſpecious preterces , ( which are not much different 
from theſe of this time 3 | upon this Narrative, the humble Petiti- 
onto this Superlative Soveraigntie, was , That the holy Brother. 
hood would be pleaſed to give an approbation to thix their Heroick 
and Chyiftian Fact, & whatſoever was their judgement, they would 
obey it with this proviſe, That it ſhould be made knewn to all good 
Chriſtians within the Realme, The demand was pious and jult, 
the holy Afſemblie cured ficm erring ard error, and not <= 
| G 2 _ ** eroaching 


thim, 
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 Eroaching upon any thing meerly civill, but in a caſe of ſo high 
concerament in ordine ad ſpiritual:a, as competent Judges doe take 
che caſ into their conſideration, after mature deliberation, being 
aſfilted witha fancied infallible dire&tion, give out ther verdiQ, 
duthorize and approve all in ſubſtance or circumſtance to 
be holily and jultly wich much zeale and diſcretion done. In all 
this , they exceeded not their power, and that becauſe what waz 
done, was for the advancement of God's glorie , the honour and 
perſonall fafetie of the King, and publique good of the Kingdome: 
That all good people may reſt content, and be fully fattsfied 3 tt was 
farther ordained, That all Miniſters ſhall , upon their. rerurne to 
their Pariſhes , inimate ſo much to all their flocks ; and wirhall, 
exhort all people to eſteeme the Actors as good Chrilttans and Pa. 
rriots., that tor the cauſes above-mentioned were neceſſitated to 
rake this courſe, to preſerve Religion, to reftihe the errours of the 
Court, which were brought and wrought to that height, rhat both 
Religion and Policie were in the greateſt imaginable danger. The 
Ordinance was accordingly performed , to no ſmall griete of ho. 
neſt SubjeRs and Chriſtians. Sir, if there were no more inſtances, 
what doe yon thinke of this ? gs 
' It is worth your notice taking , that this Noble Dnke dying in 
France , who, before his comming to Scetlaxd, had beene bred in 
Poperie, became a Proteſtant when he came thither, and was Kitlg 
{ames His Convert.While he was a dying, Romith prieſts were molt 
earneſt for accefſe,to reconcile him to that Church ; but he adhe- 
ring to Truth, and proteſting withall his promiſe to his Couſin 
King James, would admit none , and dyed in the Communion of 
the Proteſtant Reformed Church. \ 


The Severaign- This high Court, the Gererall Aſſemblie, i ordine ad ſprritwaka, 
fon ' os challengeth and praftiſeth a Soveraigne power above all Ciylll 
all Loves, «nd Lawes and Statutes, and Acts of Parliament ; And that with that 


may repeale power, that of it ſclfe it may repeale and condemne ſtanding 


Lawes, and As of Parliament, which are in practice , and obſer- 
ved wichin the Kingdome. ; 
To give you a recent example and inſtance of this ; Since this 
Aſſemblie, of late in this diftemper, hath recovered 1t*s place and 
power, the Generall Aﬀemhlies of Glaſgow and Edenbwrgh have 
tamned Biſhops, as Antichriſtian , and againſt therr Reformativne 
I wave this. More , they have ſecluded Biſhops 'or any c_— 
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gan from having any voyce in Parliament , Conventions, or 


"* id %. 


Councell- Thus by their owne moſt proper Ecclefiafticall anthori- 
tie, they have made voyd many Acts of Parliament there , which 
betore were in force and practice : As that in a» I 584,declaring 
« Treaſon to call in queition the power and authoritie of any of the 
three Eftates (that is, Biſhops, Lords, and Commons ) or any one of 
them. This A was made onely to preſerve the priviledges of the 
Ecclefiaſticall eſtate inviolable: This is evident by the King's De- 
claration put forth the yeare following, 1585- Againe, they have 
made voyd another Act of Parliament, in an»0 1597. Ordaining 
eMmniſters,that ſhould be provided by His Majeſtie to Prelacies to have 
Vote in Parliament as being thethird Eſtate, Another,in ano 1606. 
| - The ſame Aſſemblies did declare the As of the Aſſemblics 
of Glaſgow, Perth, Cc. null, voyd, and unlayyfull 3 which notwith- 
Randing were enacted as Municipall Lawes , obedience comman- 
ded, and practifed in the greateſt part of the Kingdome, How 
much King James His happie memorie isblaſted, by theſe ſuperci- 
lious new Orders of thoſe Aſſemblies, my Pen bluſheth to expreſle, 
The ſame Aſſemblies have condemned the High-Commiſſon 
Court, declared by AR of Parliament. And this is done upon this 
ground, which proverth their Soveraigntie in ſpiritualibus, becauſe it 
was not conſented to by the Church : that is, the Virtuall Churen, 
the Generall Aſemblie. 
When 1 conſider theſe things, I cannot ſufficiently wonder, how 
the High Court of Parliament of England hath fivallowed and 
worne their Covenant , which in it's right ſenſe doth eftabliſh a = pos qa 
Court aboye King and Parliament. Judge now, if this Oath be © 0#* 
in [udicio, veritate & juſtitia. 
: If King and Parliament be ſubordinate to this Court in piritualt- All Fudicaree * 
bur, or 1 temporali:bus in ordine ad Ecclefaſtica; all the reaſon in ries are ſubor- 
the World will plead, Thar it is molt juſt , that all Judicatories er , 
whatſoever, even the Supreamelſt , from whom lyeth no appeale, : 
ſubmir and ſubjeR themſelves to it. 
The holy Fathers of this Court have ſhowne their Right in this 
poynt too. To confirme this , Iwill bring bur one inftance , and 
are to trouble you with more. 


ih This Storie can be made good by Records, whic!1 I am to cell 
Fe : And firtt, give me leave to intorme you , That the Lords of 
«ſion. (who by AR of woos" are fo ) are in all Civill canſes 
x3 the 
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the Supreame Judicatorie of the Kingdome under the Kiny. No 
Judgement paſſed there,can be rectihed or reduced by any Judica- 
tcorie under the King and Parliament , but by themſelves, which is 
onely by ſuſpenſion of Execution of that is judged and decreed, or 
by action of Reduttron : This is nothing but provocatio a Philipps 
male edotto ad Philippum retlss edeftlur, This thus premitſed , I 
come home. 

M. John Craham, cne of the Judges of that Aſſociate Body, had 
commenced an ordinarie and 'proper ſuit before the Lords of 
Seſſicn, obtained Decree and Judgement according to his Libell, 
After which, a rumour was noyſed abroad, that the Writs and Eyi- 
dences, upon which his ſuit, and the judgement upon it were foun. 
ded, were forged and falſe. The Generall Aflembly cooke notice 
of this injult Decree , as they to whom the inſpection of Religion 
and Juſtice belopgeth, and who were bound not co ſaffer tuch an 
unjuit judgement to take p'ace and be executed. They ſend for 
M. John Grabam , commanding him by their authoritie to paſſe 
from his Decree, to make no ule of it againſt the partie againſt 
whom it was obtained, and that becaule it was purchaſed upon 
falſe grounds , and it gave occaſion of great ſcandall, That he being a 
Judge, ſhould make uſe of fach Writs, His anſwer was , Tf an 
would challenge his Decree or Tndgement upon any jult Enos. 
he might have his recourſe to the ordinarie /ndge, and take it away 
by way of redattion; but ſo long as it was not reduced, it concerned 
him to take the benefic of it» Then ſeeing that they could not pre- 
vaile by admonition, they threatned him with Excommu- 
nication,if he did not what they enjoyned, He appleales from them 
to the Lords of Sefſion, as the onely Competent Judges in ſuch caſes : 
notwithftanding , they reſolve to proceed againit him. The Lords 
of Seſſion finding themſelves interefſed, and the Aſſembly uſurp- 
ing upon them and their power, in this proceeding again} one of 
their own number, who had appealed to them in a ctvil cauſe alrea- 
dy judged by them,dire&ted ſome of their number to the Aﬀembly, 

& delired them not to meddle any more in that bulineſle. as heing 

meerly civil, & no wayes belonging to their jurildiction. T his pro- 

_ duced no othereffeR, bur incenſed the holy Fathers to rayle aga:nlt 

the Judges as wicked and corrupt men, who fided one with ano- 

cher, whether it were right or wrong. The buſineſſe at laſt camet0 

chis height, that the Lords of Seſſion (who would nor ſuffer them | 
; : | : 0 
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to encroach upon their Priviledges ) by vertue of that delegate 
power and authoritie they were inveſted with from the King, 
threatned to our-law them, and to proclaime them Rebelsto the 
King , if they proceeded any further , and would not admit of 
the appeale. The Aﬀembly finding themſelves roo weake , and 
not able to make their part good by Power, ( in which cale 
onely - Yo will be Martyrs ) tell from the purſuit, and all was 
ered, 

Now I beſeech all men friouſly to conſider , in what condi. 

tion are they that live under ſuch a Government that 1s bound- 
lefſe and univerſall ; will give Lawes co King , Councell, and 
Parliament ; Repeale theirs at pleaſure ; reduce and make voyd 
Decrees and Judgement of Higheſt Judicatories, &c- What Pezce 
or Tranquillitie can there be in ſuch a State or Kingdome ? Give 
me leave to tell you a true ftorie. It is knowne and lamented by 
all 2ood men this day, how King Zames His Soule was vexed with 
them, that many times they have made Him fall ont in teares. 
A Noble man, a moſt wile man, then Chancellor, ſeeins the King 
extreamely troubled at the miſ-carriage of the Minitterie , ſaid 
to Him : Sir, no man is to be blamed, that you are ſo much 
troubled with the Miniſters, as your ſelfe ; for when they doe any 
thing ariſſe, you never ceaſe till by your Royall Prudence and 
Anthoritte you ſer it aright againe : but would you leave them 
to themſelves, the very Body of the People would riſe up againſt 
them, and ſtone them out of the Kingdome. His Majefite retur- 
ned a moſt pious Anfiver , worthie to be written in Letters of 
Gold in Marble, that all Kings may learne it : My Lord, fayth 
he, your Advice is ſhrewd Policie, but your Tounſell is not good 
Pictie ; If I had no more to doe, but to ſerve my ſelfe of them For 
a Politique end, your Advice is good, and I know it would prove 
{0-: But God hath appointed me a Nurſe or Father of his Church; 
t is my charge from my Lord and Mafter,ro preſerve his Church, 
and not to rainate it? which it 1 doe, God will ruinate me and my 
Poſteritie, 

King /ames in the Conference at Hampton. Court hath well ob. 
frved, That this Ecclefiaſticall Government prepareth way, and 
uſhereth in a Democraticall Government : and he telleth a!fo, 
Thar in His Mother Queene Caries abſence , and in His owne 
Minoritie and Non-age, it was much thought upon and intended; 

Their 
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Their Maximes of Divinitie lead to it ; for they ſay , Rerpublicg 
eft in Eccleſia : The Church and her Policie are the Houle, the Ci. 
vill Government is but the Hangings , which neceſſarily, for de. 
cencie ard good order, mult be made conformable to the Houſe: 
Monarchie 15 enmitie again(t the Church. Catherwood, in his Book 
entituled tare Damaſcennm, gives you it in down-right tearmeg, 
Natura inſi;um eſt omnibits Regibus in Chriſtanz odin; ; and in his 
Preface or Fpiltle (I have rot che Book by me) he calls K. Jamez, 
Tnfenſiſſimu: > tft: ſſummnm puriorts Religions hoſtem. And that 
they may noy? exercuie all their Poivers and bring the Kingdome 
to a Popular State,vwhich was not lo feilable before, ic 1s more then 
probable, and much to be feared, and with great prudence to be 
prevented; becauſe the Generall Aſſembly hath in it now the prime 
Noble men of the Kingdome, Dukes, Marqueſles, Earles, Lords; 
the moſt ative and knowing Knights of Counties, and Eſquires; 
che wilelt Citizens and Corporations 3 and this, in the Capacltic of 
Ruling- Elders ; who diſcontented, are able here to make a Fatt. 
on, call King, Seſſion, Councell, or whom they pleaſe , before 
them , bec:uie of their ſupreame, univerſall, and independent Ju. 
riid'Etion, And this Judicatorie cannot erre in its 5 wma. 
ons, for it is undoubtedly ſecured from error, and aflilted with 
info!1bilitie. 

Ti.is Divine Dolicie hath another ſacred Trick, to preſerve its 
So1era'ontie, and to continue it, which is this : The Generall Af. 
ſembly ordinarily meets but once a yeare, yet at the end and cloſe 
of every Generall Aſſembly, there is a choice made of ſome Com- 
miſſioners, (a Committee) who are to rel1ie, or at lealt upon any 
neceſſarie occafon to be at Edenburgh. Theſe are the Virtuall Ale 
{cmbly, and their Power continueth till the next Generall Afem- 
biy. They are in the firlt place, to intimate to the Kiny the dehire 
and demands of the Aﬀſembiy, and to lee all due civil Sauttion and 
confirmation given tO # the King, His Courcell, His Parliament 
can chavge nothing of their ſacred Decrees, without their conſent. 
\What-ever new cccurrence 1s in Church or State pro re aata, 
theſe Commiſſioners are to give order and to ice , ne quid actri- 
mentr Eccleſia capiat. It is true, their O:ders bind onely in the 
irterin; betwixt the two Aſiemblyes, and the next plenarie Gene- 
rell Afi.mbly may derogare, abrogare, ebrogare, &c, yet give me 


leave to te!l you truth ; thele great Delegates, with their Power, 


have 


— 
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have ſo much influence upon the next Generall Aſſembly, that theic 
ogfweuuare precognitions and predeterminations are formally and 
Legally enacted. Nor is this to be wondred at ; for the Achito- 
phelsand Joabs of Church and Kingdome, the beſt head-peeces of 
reareſt depth, Preaching and Rulirg-Elders, are in this 7axto, 

: Here are all diſturbing Seditions, andtreaſonable courſes hatched 
and conceived ; whether it be Treaſon againſt the King, Sedition 
in State or Kingdome, the change of Ceurt , the removing of 
Courtiers from the King, the ſurrounding of Him with others, &c. 
The next Aſſembly ownes all their courſes > Decrees them under 
preterce of Pictie, Reformation of abuſes, removing of Malig- 
nants from the Kirg and His Counfell , from being Judges in the 
Supreamelt Judicatorics of the Kingdome, &c, By this meanes at 
pleaſure » when and where they will, they procure Parliaments to 
worke for their one and private ends. To facilitate the worke, 
Ocder is given to ali Presbyteries,to command allt1e Minitters to 
Prezch to their Flocks, to make and keepe Falts , for the danger 


the Church is in ; that the Kiny is inclinable, nay, inclining to Po. This trick was 


rie; that there are none in truſt or power by Him, in Court, P7«:3y 
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Councell, Exchequer or Seſſion, but ſuch as are Popiſh or Popiſh. 
ly affeed : and ſuch they mutt be, if they once determine it- And 
wofull experience hath confirmedir, that Worthie , Innocent arid 
deſerving men have ſuffered, and the King hath beene forced to a- 
bandon Flis beſt Servants. 

This cloſe Committee hath all theſe prerogatives : Firſt, During 
the inrer/m betwixt two Aſſemblies , they had truſt to ſee , that all 
the Orders and Decrees of the Grand Conſfiftorie ſhould be pur 
in Execution. Next, upon any exigent intervening , they havethe 
power, by their influence upon all the Presbyteries in the King- 
dome , to make them goe which way they thought ft or their 
owne ends, both to make the Miniſters Preach their ſenſe, and to 
worke with all the people to beleeve, the poſture of affaires in 
Church and State , were as they informed and repreſented them, 
Thirdly, here were all things prepared for the next great meeting 
of the Generall Aflembly. 

By ibefe meanes, things projected were effeted, This way, the 
Queen Regent was put from Her Regencie: This way Q:Afary was 
expulſed Scer/and : This way, King James His captivitie at Kuther 


was found to be good Service: This way , that Noble Duke 
H ot 
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of Lenox Eſme was made a Papiſt, and the King forced to ahan. 
don him , and he to depart the Kingdome in Winter being kick, 
and ſhortly after dyed in France, By this meanes, if I be not de- 
ceived,was that infamous day the 17 of December, 4110 1596. atro 
/ignanda lapifo , renowned for a molt horrid inſurrection in Eder. 
burgh againſt K. Fames and His Prime Counſeliours.Iihall give you 
a ſhort and true account of it. 
The Storie of King James , whit He was King of Scotland, by all forraigne 
17 December, Kings, Princes and States , was admired for His extraordinarie 
1596, Royall endowments: Ambaſiadours from many beyond Seas at 
the ſame'time , and almoſt contantly were with him- The {mall 
nefle of the Patrimonie ot that Crowne, was not able to maintaine 
that Royall deportment He kept. Behides, being too too Royally 
liberall and magnificent, His Coffers were emptie, and at this time 
ſcarce was His Majeltie able to maintaine the neceſſary charge of 
Eis Hout,in that meaſure which was ſuitable to ſo Royall a King, 
Torectthe this, the King, with the advice of His Councell, entru. 
ſted with all His Rents, Revenues and Calualties, Eight prime men 
of good worth andintegritic, Officers of State, Counlellours and 
Judges. This was done, that all might be rightly regulated ; and 
before all things, His Tables at Court kept like a Kings , that for- 
raigne Ambaſladours might not eſpie any want , which might des 
rogate from the Honour of King and Kingdome. The ordinarie 
Tables of the Court were regulated ; the Courtiers dayly allow- 
ance was re-trenched ; which they could not away with: They,and 
other diſcontented perſons, did reproachfully call theſe men , The 
Ottaviens.They,who grumble at this, & would right themlelveszto 
£2ine their intendment, hit vpon the ordinarie and lateſt way;that 
was,to begin with the Church, They informe, Thar the forraigne 
Ambafſadours did worke upon the King to turne Papitt : Thatut 
was like they would prevaile , for theſe Oftavians were all ſuch in 
their hearts, and difſembled onely, in profeſſing to keepe a commu» 
nion with the Proteſtant Church; That if thoſe were not removed 
trom the King , and good men put about him, Religion , King. 
dome, and all were undone. When this had beene often informed 
and ſuggeſted , early in the morning, on the 17 day of December, 
three of the Kines Domeſtick Servants came to M. Walter Balcan- 
qual'r houſe 3 The Minifterie of Fderburgh, and others Commith- 
oners of the Generall Aſſemblie, with ſorne of the beſt — | 
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of Edenbwrgh are fent for ; they meet there. The Kings Servants 
informe, That all was undone , it they did nor in time and ſpeedily 


| prevent ; for the Marqueſſe of Hu»i/ie , (this was the late Mar- 


queſſe iyho came occaſionally the night before to Court , and it 15 
ttue he was Popiſh , but God Kknowes he was free of what he was 
charged with) fay they , was with the King ul tyelye a clocke at 
night in his Bed- Chamber yefter-night ; it 1s reſolved upon, to re- 
ecet Poperie , and {o many of your beſt Citizens and Chriſtians 
ze to be {eized upon; ſome to be lent to Blacknes, ſome to [nnerney, 
ſome to Dunbritton, &c. The cale was apprehended in that zeale 
which became the Cauſe. The relo/ution taken, was, That M.#a!/- 
tir Balcangqual , being to Preach that very day in the Chancell of 
Faint Grles Church, which they ca!l the little Church ; atter Ser. 
mon and Prayer dcne , he ſhou'd defire all good Brethren and 
Chriſtians to meet immediately forthwith there, for the good of 
Church and Religion : Noblemen, Gentlemen, Preachers, Bur. 
veſſes, all whoafteRed the good Cauſe, did meet. M. Koberrt Bruce 
was appoynted by common conſent, Moderator It is layd open in 
what caſe Churchand Religion, State and Kingdome are : the ur. 
gent inſtant receſſitie is made to appeare. The relult of thedeter. 
mination was, That preſently they goe to Armes, and by holy 
force tO pull from the King's ſide thole Popiſh Ottavians: That a 
Lerter be written to John, Lord Marqueſſe of Hamiltor,to come to 
Edenburgh , to be Captaine of the Congregation z andin regard the 
King had made defection from the true Religion, He being the 


. neareſt of the blood, ſhould come and take the Government upon 


him. I know the juſt Copie of this Letrer is extant to this day, 
They run to Arms;the Word is, The Sword of the Lord,and Giaton. 
The good Kipg was in the place of Juſtice, the prime of the Ofta. 
ian with him ; hearing ſomething of the uproare and tumult by a 
kecrer paſſage , he and tome other gce up to the Exchequer-houte 
over-head.A great Lord was Head of the Congregation, he & ſome 
others, who came Commiſſioners co the King, were admitred, de. 
manded thoſe Ofawans to Juſtice. The King askes this Lord, How 
uri he,agcainſt His Auth oritie, His Lawes, His Proclamation, keep 
unlawtull meetings at Ederburgh?(for the K. before haddiicharged 
the meeting of thoſe C omifſioners of Aſſembly,or anyother meet- 
mg whatſoever, without His Royall Watrand.) The Lord, with 
couragein zeale to a cod Cauſe, rold the King, Thar He ſhould fee 
H 2 ere 
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ere long they durſt to doe more. The T.ord, or ſome other, taketh 
hold of one of the Ottavians Gowne, who was Preſident of the 
Seſſion ; but he pulleth his Gowne out of his hand , and conveyerk 
himlſelfe downe to the houſe where the Lords did {it in judgement, 
In fine, the King and Lords were forced to ſhun the danger of this 
tumulraarie inſurceRion, to cloſe up the doores, and lome to (tand 
with their Swords drawre , if any ſhould offer violence to breake 
up the doores. Some good Subjects , efpzcially Alexnder Home 
ot Northborvick,, for the time Provoſt of Edenburgh , and Roger 
AMackmath (whom King James ordinarily called His Baylite) with 
cthers well diſpoſed and Loyal!'y attected Subjects, and namely, 
the Hammer.men, riſe up in Armes tor the King ; who, partly by 
!mooth words,and partly by threats,huſht and houſed the Factiouy 
and Seditious. The King came out of the place of Judicatorie, and 
on foot, attended with many Nobles, Gentlemen, and other good 
Subjects, came to His Palace at Halyrude-houſe in Peace : where, 
immediately in the afternoone, he convened His Privie-Councell, 
and by His Wiſedome and Authoritie fo repreſſed and punithed 
that inſoler.c'e, that all the time of His Reigne the like Barbarous 
treacherous courle was never attempted. I hope you are the more 
apt to beleeve this, when you remember what a Petition or Decla- 
ration was preſented to Q Elizabeth at Greenwich, anno 1582, to 
remove from Her Service and Tru{t ſuch as they knoyy vere not 
well-affected to the Relisicn and Church, 

I could make it appeare hoiy all Seditions almoſt and Rebellions 
inthat Kingdome, have beene ler a foot or fomented by this Pres- 
byrerian Government (which hath no warrant from the Word of 
God : ) Howy neighbourly Ferds have beene encreafed and enter. 
tained : How Moneys Collected tor the reliete and ſupport of Ge. 
reva,were by the Chicfe G-matiels & Pregbyters interverted, em- 
ployed to rayle and pay Souldicrs, to ayde and afliſt the Earle of 
Bothvel and his Complices in Rebellion againſt the King. I fearel 
have wearied my Reader alreadie, the Subject is everlafting , and I 
am weary of it. ; 

If I ſhould give account of the late practices and Tenets of this 
late Covenant, it were poſſible to let you lee that it hath farre ex- 
ceeded all the milchiefeever their fore-fathers did , although they 
tread in the ſame foot- eps. The reaſon why I have ſpared 1t,1s not 
I feared it; I hope to diſcover it ſometime to the World, by anato» 
miſing 
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miling it fufly. Thope , all knewing Chriſtians and Loya!l Sub- 
jets have eſpyed the ungodly paſſages in it, and are ſutficiently 
confirmed , that nothing can be more deſtructive of Monarchy, 
andthe Peace of any Government. To ſhut upall, give me leave 
inthe clole, to give the Articles of their Apoſtaticall Creed incon- 
filtent with Monarchy , which they hold as the twelve Articles ot 
the Apoltolicall Symbole. Iwill ronch onely the prime of thote ; 
for, for their other Articles, they are {© many, and of to valt an ex- 
tent, aboundiny in Negatives, that as King James faith well , He 
that would keepe then), is not able to keepe them in his Braire, but 
mult keepe them in a Table-Booke. 


The Articles of the Dogm-:ticall Preibyter iaw Faith 
inconſiſtent with Aſonarchies 


ji A S I have faid betorez They Preach and maintaine, That the Their Dogmaci- 
Churc!) is the houle of God, the civill Folicie and Govern. #4 Crtee. 
ment are onely the hangings. 

II, Next,they belceve , all Minifters are pari couſortio honoris (7 
peffatis prearts, that there mult be a paricie in the Church : Joyne 
theſe two together, and you have a faire way tor Democracie, 

ITI. They vindicate to themſelves ard their Confiltoriea Sove. 
raign;compleat, univeria!l, indeperdent power in all things {piritu- 
all that concerne Salvation,they have not only the directive poiver, 
but the Legillative ailo; and all temporall things,in order to Salva- 
n and Religion,come within the Vierge of their Scepter. All So- 
reraigne Poyyer (whereſoever you fix it) whether in ore, as in a 
Monarchie ; or in fey , as in an Ariſtocracie ; or in many,or all,hy 
vicifſitudinarie turnes have -onely the Executive power to Coe as 
they command 3 and is hound to. preſerve by it's Power, Luves and 
Armes,their ſacred and celeſtiall Priviledges and Saveraigntie. 

I V. Whatſoever Laws,civilly enacted by King or Parliament,they 
conceive to be againlt the Lawes of the Kingdome of Chritt ; by 
their native proper intrinſecall right, immediately derived from 
Chrilt,they may repeal and make voyd,& diicharye the Subject to 
obey them. They may Decree , not onely ditferent Lawes of their 
owne,from the ([tanding Lawes of che Kingdom, but contrary, con- 
traditorie and deſiructive of them. And have withall ſo much co- 
active poxver, that if obedience be denyed to the Lawes of this So- 
veraignti,they can defiroy the Soules of the Subjects, by delivering 
them over to Satan H 3 | V. No 
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V. No Miniſter, Preaching in Pulpit Sedition or Treaſon, or 


rayliny at King , Councell, the prime Judges , 15 accountable, or 
punithable by King , Parliament , Ceuncell, or any Judicatorie 
whatſoever: But from al),he may appeale to the Savhedrim and Con. 
/iftorie,as the ſole and proper competent Judge. 
V I. \Vhat Corroboration or civill Confirmation , or SanRtion 
chey demand of the King, which he is able to doe civilly ( for they 
will give him no tormall intereſt in any facred or religious thing) 
He is bound to grant ic, and to obey them as Chrilt's immediate 
Vice-gerents : otherwite,they may Excommunicate Him. 
V LI, Reformation and preſervation of Religion, eſpecially to 
preicr:be the way and Orders for Reformation,1s tolely theirs. 
V ITI. The King is bound to put their Orders in Execution; but 
if neither He,nor His Conncell,nor His Parliament will doe it, the 
Inferiour Judges, the Nobles, the Commons, nay, every individu- 
all man to his utmoſt power,at their directton,are bound to do it, 
I X. That they may, without Warrant of Supreame Authoritie, 
Aſſemble where and when they will , tor God and Chriſt's Cauſe, 
and for the Libertie and Peace of Subject at1d Kingdome, #7 or din: 
ad ſprituatia ; ant! there they'may Coverant rogether Swearezand 
lubcribe,for the glory of God, the advancemenr of Religton, and 
conſpire,and combine in a mutuall defence one ot another , 1nthis 
holy Caule and League. | 
This Poſition _X+ They teach and mamtaine, That a!l Soveraigntie and Maje. 
35 contrarie to He In a King is origimally,immediarely ahd propetly Cerived from 
the word , By the Communitie , and that onely by way cf a tiduciarie truſt ; 6 
me Kings that 1t is habitually and radically fill in rhe People, and tne King 
© <0 their Path no greater portion or proportion then He harh by the fir{t po. 
powe: is from pular Fundamentali Conſtitution © And in caſe of deficiency , rhe 
God, Kom.13. collective Body may ſupply in Church or State the defects of 
Ll, His Government. For want of good adminiſtration, the King is 
cenſurable ; For enormous errours He is depoſable, and they may 
dil-inherte His Poſteriie, 
X 1. That a detenſive Warre is layfu!l againſt a bad Xing , ota 
weake King ſeduced by Malignant Cource!l. mg: 
X 11. They may oppoſe and refit al! His Officers'and Commil- 
ſiorers by force and violerce , if they cemeto Execute Hig illegall 
* AFgoed as Res Commands. And if He will be {o obRinate, that He will comein 
_ and T'9Y- Arms againſt theſ6*yood Chrittians they-relift not His Authority, 
: but His Will : not his Officezbut His Peron. ' ' "BE 
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inconfrtent with Monarchy, 


Beſides their practice, upon theſe grounds, is to bring all Caſes, 
all Cauſes under their Cognition and Judgement , ſub formalitate 


ſcandali ; by which the Xing is robbed of His Sacred Prerogative , 


the Judges of their authoritie , and all Subjects of their Righe 
and Quiet. The ref} of their Extravagant Maximes, moft repug- 
nant to Movarchy, and the Peace ot Government are reduceable 
to thoſe Heads which are full of Poyſon, and containe in them the 
payne of Treaſon and Rebellion. God preſerve a!l good men 
= {wallowing this Poylon, and fave his Church from this Pres- 
byterian-Scourge ; which Government is fo inconliftent with 
Monarchy, that 1t is not onely deſtructive of the Regail, but of all 
Governments whatſoever. If once it ſhould be ettabliſhed here, 
(which the God of might and mercy forbid ) Then I would ſend a 


Farewell to Religion, to Peace, and the Subjects Libertie, which 


cannot Rand with the Factious diſcords of a Tyrannicall Indepen- 
dant Presbyteric. 


{.: Dapacem Domine in drebu! noſtris. 


POST-SCRIPT. 


V Hereas the Proctors and Factors for a Prezbyterial! Go- 

verament, gull and deludethe people wich loud clamours 
and aſſertions, That their Modell is agreeable to the mo#t and belt 
Reformed Churches ; It is evident, by the mot approved Colmo- 
oraphers, and others , who. follow Truth , not Parties, That the 


Major part of the Reforme Churches in Chriltendome doe (i1!] 


retaine Biſhops, to bridle the Inlolencies of their Infeciour Presby- 
ters, and to free them in the ailcharye of their ſeverall Functions : 
Who, without the guidance and command of Wile and Grave 
Over-ſeers, would fall ( as they doe now ) into foule and ' horrid 
Schifmes, which wonld grow into Her« {ies and ſuch grofſe Opini- 
Ons, as now begin to ſpread in London, and other Adjacent Coun- 
ries, 

| Tne 
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The Reformed Churches that (till retaine Biſhops, are, beſides 


the Eatterne and Weſterne Churches, 

I- All in the Dutchies of Saxome, B runſwicke; and Lunenbyrg. 

2+ All in the Dutchies of CAegaloburg, and VWirtembwurg. 

3+ All of the Churches within the Countries of the Aſarqueſite: 
of Bradenburg, and Bade. | 

4+ The Churches in the Earledomes of H-meberg, Lemings, ante 
field, Stalbergh, Rheniſternt , Swartzenberg , Harnawe, Octingh, 
Glich,and Leonſtine, 

5. Allin the Baronies of Lemferg, Schenburg, and Wildenficld, 

Whereunto may be added, all the Churches in at lea(t chirty free 
Cities more ; many of (hoſe Territories are as ample 'as Geneva, 
none of theſe have received the Presbyterian Dilcipline. 

To all theſe; we might likewiſe adde the remander of the Wal. 


denſes, and Albigenſes , in Piemont and the parts adjoyning ; or of 


— 


the T aborites in Bohemia: All which,with the tore-named, toyether, | 


with the Lutheran Churches 1n Poland, Denmarke, and Sweth'ard, 
are a ſufficient evidence, to evince this truth againſt the Smettym. 
»iars ; that they, who having raken the late Covenant ( a great 
ſnare to tender Contctences) thinke themſelves obliged to deſtroy 


Epiſcopacy,endeyour 2Reformation, neither agreeable to the Word | 
ot God, nor according to the example of the teſt Reformed Chur. | 


ches:I do appzal to Ca/vrr himſelf & Beza,to beJudges in this cafe; 
Ycu may reade at large the Opinion of the former, in his Booke 
de neceſſitate Keformande Eccleſie ; and ot the latter , in his Booke 


de Grad, Miſter. Evangel. C. 18. Sett, 3. Inboth which, the * 


Presbyterians may clearely ſce, that their Champ'ons , on whom 
they ſo much rely for their Authoritie, were no enemies to Ae 
derated Epiſcopacie, but onely to the Remifh Hierarchie, 

A 


_— 
* 


I pray God open the peoples hearts, and ſo enlighten their vr | 


der{iandings, that they may ſee their Errours, and abhorre their 
Seducers. 
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